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A team of women working for the Emergency Snow Laborers program clear a bus stop in New York. The overabundance of snow that has shuttered schools and 
snarled mass transit turned into an unexpected boon for some of the city's unemployed, with the Sanitation Department hiring 518 laborers for snow clearing work. 

(Ozier Muhammad/The New York Times) 
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NEW YORK - Nadji Colon 
never saw snow until he 
arrived in the Bronx in his 


late 20s from his homeland, 
Puerto Rico. He found it 
cold, slushy and unpleas¬ 
ant to pick his way through. 


But this winter, it cannot 
snow enough for him. 
Colon, now 36 and unem¬ 
ployed, earns $12 an hour 


- $4 more than the state’s 
minimum wage - to shovel 
snow in the Bronx through a 
seasonal labor program run 


by the city's Department of 
Sanitation. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Fans shun Sochi over bombs, bureaucracy, big bucks 


JOHN LEICESTER 
Associated Press 
SOCHI, Russia (AP) — When 
Sven Kramer wins Olympic 
gold, he likes to celebrate 
by communing with the 
Dutch fans who worship 
him. Four years ago at the 
Vancouver Games, 3,000 
packed a cavernous hall 
and went wild when Kram¬ 
er appeared. 

At the Sochi Olympics, 
Kramer again partied with 
his flock after leading a 
Dutch sweep of medals in 
the 5,000 meters. But what 


and in the Caucasus 
Mountains. 

Some Olympic venues 
have a very Russian feel. 
Figure-skating crowds, for 
example, seem to be al¬ 
most exclusively Russian. 
On the first evening of 
competition, 

even four women waving a 
French tricolor for France’s 
skating team turned out to 
be Russians from Moscow. 
Many foreigners who have 
made it to Sochi fall into 
three camps: experienced 
world travelers who aren't 


at least five other people 
who applied to her travel 
agent, but only one of 
them ended up joining her. 
Including hotel, flights 
and a $2,000 ticket to the 
opening ceremony and 
others for figure skating, 
she calculated the cost 
of her 5-night stay in Sochi 
at $18,000. Taguchi said 
that is four times what she 
spent at the 2012 London 
Games, where she found a 
cheap bed and breakfast, 
traveled on public trans¬ 
port and bought black- 


tried to force his flight to 
divert to Sochi. 

The delay caused Van 
Meer's group to miss their 
Krasnodar-to-Sochi train. 
Once in the Olympic city, 
they waited 30 minutes to 
collect the special passes 
spectators need as well as 
tickets to get through se¬ 
curity. The first four races 
at the speedskating are¬ 
na were already finished 
when the party arrived, 
faces haggard but never¬ 
theless radiant in the colors 
of Dutch fans everywhere: 


traveled for free like him, 
courtesy of the auto manu¬ 
facturer whose cars he sells 
in the Netherlands. 

“A lot of people were in¬ 
vited. They canceled,” he 
said. Casting a glance at 
his 20 or so travel compan¬ 
ions, all dressed like him in 
orange, he added: “These 
are the die-hards.” 

Others said they wrestled 
with Russian paperwork, vi¬ 
sas and the spectator pass. 
“The process took a bit of 
time. I had to have con¬ 
firmed accommodation 
and I had to have Olym¬ 
pic tickets, and then I had 
to apply for a visa,” said 
Magali Robert of Calgary, 
Alberta, whose 18-year-old 
daughter is a ski jump fore¬ 
runner — sent down the hill 
to test conditions before 
Olympians compete. 

“Then it was a question of 
getting the flights. They 
are very expensive from 
Canada, and it's not easy 
to get here. That was prob¬ 
ably the biggest stumbling 
block for a lot of people.” 
Sochi organizers said about 
40,000 people attended 
events on Day 1, but 4,000 
others who had tickets did 
not turn up. Spokeswoman 
Alexandra Kosterina said 
Russians tend to cut things 
close. “We had an issue 
with a lot of spectators be¬ 
ing late." 

Organizers say 70 percent 
of tickets went to Russians, 
with the rest sold abroad. 
“Tickets are nearly sold out 
in many countries,” orga¬ 
nizers said in a statement 
to The Associated Press. 
“Japan and Germany 
have reported that they 
have sold their quotas. 
Tickets also sell well in Eu¬ 
ropean countries, Canada 
and the U.S. But there will 
be spectators from exotic 
countries like Tanzania, 
Lebanon, Oman and Na¬ 
mibia.” 

Still, some clearly thought 
twice. 

In Vancouver, the beer- 
and-party hall where 
Kramer and other Dutch 
medalists wowed fans held 
3,000 people and it was 
“packed every evening. 
We had queues of 3-4 
hours,” said Mark Bogaerts, 
global event manager for 
Dutch brewer Heineken, 
which runs the venueO 



Under orange lighting, gold medallist Sven Kramer of the Netherlands, right, holds a commemorative plaque as he celebrates at the 
Holland House with silver medallist Jan Blokhuijsen, third left, and bronze medallist Jorrit Bergsma, fourth left in orange jersey, after 
winning the gold in the men's 5,000-meter speedskating race at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia, Saturday, Feb. 8, 2014. 
Kramer set a new Olympic record in the race. 

(AP Photo/Matt Dunham) 

bright orange. They quickly 
cracked open beers. 

“A lot of friends of mine, 
they didn’t come,” said 
Van Meer, who shelled 
out the euro equivalent of 
nearly $7,000, about what 
he spent in Vancouver, for 
10 days at his fifth Winter 
Games. 

“A few didn't want to 
come because it was too 
expensive. Others were 
worried about the bomb¬ 
ers." 

Robert Visser said his wife 
pulled out after December 
suicide bombings killed 34 
people in Volgograd, even 
though she could have 


was a roiling sea of people 
cheering him in Vancou¬ 
ver shrank to little more 
than a pond — although 
still a very happy and noisy 
pond — in Sochi. 

Although these are early 
days at Russia's first Win¬ 
ter Games, indications 
are that some would-be 
spectators from overseas 
have stayed home, seem¬ 
ingly scared off by terrorist 
bombings, 

pervasive security, knotty 
Russian bureaucracy and 
the big bucks needed to 
reach President Vladimir 
Putin's winter wonderland 
on the Black Sea coast 


easily spooked; die-hard 
Olympic regulars who 
would travel to any host 
city; or corporate types 
and wealthier tourists who 
delegate travel logistics to 
others. 

Spunky Japanese retiree 
Mitsuko Taguchi, 80, is in 
the first group. Having pre¬ 
viously traveled to hotspots 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
she was unfazed by ter¬ 
ror threats targeting the 
games. 

But the expense of trav¬ 
eling to Sochi from the 
southern Japanese island 
of Kyushu made her wince. 
Taguchi said she knew of 


market tickets. 

“Very expensive here. I 
was surprised," she said af¬ 
ter cheering on Japanese 
teenage skating phenom 
Yuzuru Hanyu. 

To shave expense, Jan van 
Meer and his three friends 
— down from the group of 
10 he traveled with to Van¬ 
couver — flew via Istanbul 
to Krasnodar, the regional 
capital, rather than direct 
to Sochi. 

Unfortunately for them, 
their plane was made to 
circle for an hour over Is¬ 
tanbul while Turkish author¬ 
ities dealt with a hijack at¬ 
tempt by a Ukrainian who 
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Scandal may hurt Christie’s ability to push agenda 


ANGELA DELLI SANTI 
GEOFF MULVIHILL 
Associated Press 
TRENTON, New Jersey (AP) 

— This is the year Chris 
Christie was planning to be 
more than just New Jersey’s 
governor. Yet it turns out 
that high-profile investiga¬ 
tions into his administration 
and campaign operation 
in a political payback case 
could make advancing his 
agenda a challenge. 
Christie came off a deci¬ 
sive re-election victory in 
November already in the 
spotlight and with oppor¬ 
tunities for some signature 
accomplishments. He be¬ 
came chairman of the Re¬ 
publican Governors Associ¬ 
ation, making him the chief 
fundraiser for the group in 
a year featuring 36 guber¬ 
natorial elections. His state 
hosted the first Super Bowl 
football game played out¬ 
doors in a cold-weather lo¬ 
cale. 

The stage was set for him 
to keep gaining exposure 



New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, right, leaves a meeting in Keansburg, N.J., with residents whose 
homes in Keansburg were heavily damaged by Superstorm Sandy. Christie says he understands 
the frustration of Superstorm Sandy victims who still have not gotten their homes or their lives back 
together 15 months after the storm. 

(AP Photo/Mel Evans) 

ahead of a possible 2016 in New Jersey. “This has become a ma- 

presidential bid and to The spotlight has indeed in- jor distraction for him and 

claim a mandate on im- tensified for Christie — but his team,” said David Ger- 

posing his policies at home it’s due to scandal. gen, a political analyst who 


served as a White House 
adviser to Republican 
Presidents Richard Nixon, 
Gerald Ford and Ronald 
Reagan and Democrat Bill 
Clinton. “They are having 
to fight back on various 
fronts.” 

Last month, emails re¬ 
vealed that Christie’s staff 
was involved in ordering 
a September shutdown of 
access lanes to the George 
Washington Bridge — ap¬ 
parently for political retribu¬ 
tion against a Democratic 
mayor. The result was mas¬ 
sive days-long gridlock in 
the community of Fort Lee. 
Christie has denied any in¬ 
volvement. 

Also last month, Hoboken 
Democratic Mayor Dawn 
Zimmer said two members 
of Christie's Cabinet told 
her the city's Superstorm 
Sandy hurricane relief aid 
would be tied to her sup¬ 
port of a real estate devel¬ 
opment project. Christie’s 
administration has denied 
her accusations. □ 
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City’s Plethora Of Snow A Boon For The 



Men shovel snow from a sidewalk in New York’s Times Square. The overabundance of snow that 
has shuttered schools and snarled mass transit turned into an unexpected boon for some of the 
city’s unemployed, with the Sanitation Department hiring 518 laborers for snow clearing work. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 
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The program, called Emer¬ 
gency Snow Laborers, has 
recruited more than 1,800 
New Yorkers to do their 
small part in a massive 
snow-clearing operation 
along 6,300 miles of streets 
in the five boroughs. 

By noon Thursday last 
week. Colon and four oth¬ 
er snow laborers, bundled 
in heavy jackets, knit caps, 
gloves and neon orange 
vests, had dug away ice 
and hardened snow from 
eight bus stops, eight fire 
hydrants and 14 cross¬ 
walks. They still had five 
hours to go. 

“I wish it could keep snow¬ 
ing every day so I don’t 
have to look for another 
job,” said Colon, who pre¬ 
viously worked as a barber, 
as he expertly handled an 
ice pick. 

The overabundance of 
snow that has shuttered 
schools, snarled mass tran¬ 
sit and drained salt supplies 
has also turned into an un¬ 
expected boon for many 
of the city’s poor and un¬ 
employed. On Thursday 
last week, the Sanitation 
Department hired 518 
snow laborers for the day, 
including 230 laborers in 
just the Bronx, which has an 
unemployment rate of 10.6 
percent, the highest in the 
city. It was the 10th day this 
year the department had 
called out the laborers. 

The snow laborers pro¬ 
gram, which was started 
in the 1990s, is financed 
through the department’s 
$57.3 million annual bud¬ 
get for snow operafions. 
Keith Mellis, a spokesman, 
said that it was intended 
to supplement the efforts 
of 4,600 city sanitation em¬ 
ployees during periods of 
particularly heavy snowfall 
or cleanup. 

“We look at it as an exten¬ 
sion of the department,” 
he said. “We are the front 
lines, but the residents who 
make up this city are just 
as responsible as we are. 
We’re one big team.” 

The jobs are open to any 
city resident 18 and over 
who has a valid identifi¬ 
cation and Social Secu¬ 
rity card, and does not re¬ 
quire a physical fitness test 



Jobless 

(though sanitation workers 
will ask applicants if they 
can perform physical la¬ 
bor). Mellis said fhaf he was 
not aware of any laborer 
who incurred a major injury 
on fhe job, though some 
have slipped or fallen on 
the ice. The department 
supplies the shovels, picks, 
orange vests and gloves. 
Rosario Polanco, 26, an 
immigrant from the Do¬ 
minican Republic, and 
two other women worked 
alongside nine men on the 
Grand Concourse. Polan¬ 
co, who lost her waitressing 
job eight months ago, said 
she needed the money 
to support herself and her 
4-year-old son. 

“It's not hard for me,” she 
said. “Hard is when you’re 
looking fora job and you’re 
not finding it." 

Colon’s group of five 
hauled shovels and picks 
along the street, stopping 
from time to time to work 
a stubborn patch of ice. 
At a bus stop, they cleared 
away a mound of snow for 
Maria Soto, 82, who was 
pushing a stroller. 

In return, Soto later treated 
all five of them to coffee 
at a bodega. She thanked 
one of the laborers, Marcus 
Velasquez, in Spanish, say¬ 
ing: “I wish that you could 
always be here to help 
and clean up." 

Velasquez, 50, a married 
father of two, said he tried 
to shovel snow whenever 
he could to help out his 
neighbors as well as his 
family. He works part-time 
for a building mainte¬ 
nance company, earning 
$35,000 to $40,000 annual¬ 
ly, because he cannot find 
a full-time job. 

“Right now with this econo¬ 
my, you need a little extra 
thing coming to you,” he 
said. “Sometimes your pay- 
check is not enough.” 
Velasquez added that he 
was looking forward to the 
coming weekend, when 
more snow was predicted. 
“I'm going to put more 
money in my pocket," he 
said. 

Still, the snow is not for ev¬ 
eryone. 

Colon said he had invit¬ 
ed his friends to join him. 
“They’re like, ‘No way,’ be¬ 
cause it’s hard work,” he 
said. “It’s cold out here.’Q 
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Holder applies same-sex marriage ruling to Justice 


PETE YOST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In an 

assertion of same-sex mar¬ 
riage rights. Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Eric Holder is applying 
a landmark Supreme Court 
ruling to the Justice De¬ 
partment, announcing this 
weekend that same-sex 
spouses cannot be com¬ 
pelled to testify against 
each other, should be eli¬ 
gible to file for bankruptcy 
jointly and are entitled to 
the same rights and privi¬ 
leges as federal prison in¬ 
mates in opposite-sex mar¬ 
riages. 

The Justice Department 
runs a number of benefits 
programs, and Holder says 
same-sex couples will qual¬ 
ify for them. They include 
the September 11th Victim 
Compensation Fund and 
benefits to surviving spous¬ 
es of public safety officers 
who suffer catastrophic or 
fatal injuries in the line of 
duty. 

“In every courthouse, in 
every proceeding and in 
every place where a mem¬ 
ber of the Department of 
Justice stands on behalf of 
the United States, they will 
strive to ensure that same- 
sex marriages receive the 
same privileges, protec¬ 
tions and rights as oppo¬ 
site-sex marriages under 
federal law,” Holder said 
in prepared remarks to the 
Human Rights Campaign in 
New York. The advocacy 
group works on behalf of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender equal rights. 
Just as in the civil rights 
struggles of the 1960s, the 
stakes in the current gen¬ 
eration over same-sex mar¬ 
riage rights “could not be 
higher,” said Holder. 

“The Justice Department's 
role in confronting discrimi¬ 
nation must be as aggres¬ 
sive today as it was in Rob¬ 
ert Kennedy’s time,” Holder 


said of the attorney gen¬ 
eral who played a leader¬ 
ship role in advancing civil 
rights. 

On Monday, the Justice 
Department will issue a 
policy memo to its employ¬ 
ees instructing them to give 
lawful same-sex marriages 
full and equal recognition, 
to the greatest extent pos¬ 
sible under the law. 

Holder's address is the lat¬ 
est application of a Su¬ 
preme Court ruling that 
struck down a provision in 
the Defense of Marriage 
Act defining marriage as 
the union of one man and 
one woman. 

The decision applies to le¬ 
gally married same-sex 
couples seeking federal 
benefits. 

After the Supreme Court 
decision last June, the 
Treasury Department and 
the IRS said that all legally 
married gay couples may 
file joint federal tax returns, 
even if they reside in states 
that do not recognize 
same-sex marriages. The 
Defense Department said it 
would grant military spousal 
benefits to same-sex cou¬ 
ples. The Health and Hu¬ 
man Services Department 
said the Defense of Mar¬ 
riage Act is no longer a bar 
to states recognizing same- 
sex marriages under state 
Medicaid and Children's 
Health Insurance Programs. 
The U.S. Office of Personnel 
Management said it is now 
able to extend benefits to 
legally married same-sex 
spouses of federal employ¬ 
ees and annuitants. 

Holder told his audience: 

—The Justice Department 
will recognize that same- 
sex spouses of individuals 
involved in civil and crimi¬ 
nal cases should have 
the same legal rights as 
all other married couples, 
including the right to de¬ 
cline to give testimony that 


might violate the marital 
privilege. Under this policy, 
even in states where same- 
sex marriages are not rec¬ 
ognized, the federal gov¬ 


ernment will not use state 
views as a basis to object 
to someone in a same-sex 
marriage from invoking this 
rightO 
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Attorney General Eric Holder testifies on Capitol Hill in Wash¬ 
ington. In an assertion of same-sex marriage rights. Holder is 
applying a landmark Supreme Court ruling to the Justice De¬ 
partment, announcing this weekend that same-sex spouses 
cannot be compelled to testify against each other, should be 
eligible to file for bankruptcy jointly and are entitled to the 
same rights and privileges as federal prison inmates in oppo¬ 
site-sex marriages. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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Experts increasingly contemplate end of smoking 


MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — U.S. health 
officials have begun to pre¬ 
dict the end of cigarette 
smoking in America. 

They have long wished for 
a cigarette-free America, 
but shied away from call¬ 
ing for smoking rates to 
fall to zero or near zero by 
any particular year. The 
power of tobacco com¬ 
panies and popularity of 
their products made such 
a goal seem like a pipe 
dream. 

But a confluence of chang¬ 
es has recently prompt¬ 
ed public health leaders 
to start throwing around 
phrases like “endgame” 
and “tobacco-free gen¬ 
eration.” Now, they talk 
about the slowly-declining 


adult smoking rate drop¬ 
ping to 10 percent in the 
next decade and to 5 per¬ 
cent or lower by 2050. 
Acting U.S. Surgeon Gener¬ 
al Boris Lushniak last month 
released a 980-page report 
on smoking that pushed 
for stepped-up tobacco- 
control measures. His news 
conference was an un¬ 
usually animated showing 
of anti-smoking bravado, 
with Lushniak nearly yell¬ 
ing, repeatedly, “Enough is 
enough!" 

“I can’t accept that we’re 
just allowing these numbers 
to trickle down,” he said, in 
a recent interview with the 
AP. “We believe we have 
the public health tools to 
get us to the zero level.” 
This is not the first time a 
U.S. health official has spo- 



In this April 8, 2003 file photo, David Ozanich of Brooklyn smokes outside the Live Bait bar in 
New York after a city-wide ban on smoking in bars and restaurants went into effect. Laws ban¬ 
ning smoking in restaurants, bars and workplaces have been successfully implemented in places 
across the country. 

(AP Photo/Diane Bondareff) 
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ken so boldly. In 1984, Sur¬ 
geon General C. Everett 
Koop called for a “smoke- 
free society” by the year 
2000. However, Koop — a 
bold talker on many issues 
— didn’t offer specifics on 
how to achieve such a 
goal. 

“What’s different today is 
that we have policies and 
programs that have been 
proven to drive down to¬ 
bacco use,” said Matthew 
Myers, president of the 
Campaign for Tobacco- 
Free Kids. “We couldn’t say 
that in 1984.” Among the 
things that have changed: 
—Cigarette taxes have in¬ 
creased, making smokes 
more expensive. Though 
prices vary from state to 
state, on average a pack 
of cigarettes that would 
have sold for about $1.75 
20 years ago would cost 
more than triple that now. 
—Laws banning smoking in 
restaurants, bars and work¬ 
places have popped up all 
over America. Airline flights 
have long been off-limits 
for smoking. 


—Polls show that cigarette 
smoking is no longer con¬ 
sidered normal behavior, 
and is now less popular 
among teens than mari¬ 
juana. 

—Federal officials are in¬ 
creasingly aggressive 
about anti-smoking adver¬ 
tising. The Food and Drug 
Administration launched a 
new youth tobacco pre¬ 
vention campaign last 
week. At about the same 
time, the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Pre¬ 
vention debuted a third, 
$60-million round of its suc¬ 
cessful anti-tobacco ad 
campaign — this one fea¬ 
turing poignant, deathbed 
images of a woman fea¬ 
tured in earlier ads. 

—Tobacco companies, 
once considered impervi¬ 
ous to legal attack, have 
suffered some huge de¬ 
feats in court. Perhaps the 
biggest was the 1998 set¬ 
tlement of a case brought 
by more than 40 states 
demanding compensa¬ 
tion for the costs of treating 
smoking-related illnesses.Q 
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US Financial Front: 


American economy may be stuck in slow lane for long run 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In the 

4'/2 years since the Great 
Recession ended, millions 
of Americans who have 
gone without jobs or raises 


have found themselves 
wondering something 
about the economic 
recovery: 

Is this as good as it gets? 

It increasingly looks that 
way. 

Two straight weak job 
reports have raised 
doubts about economists’ 
predictions of breakout 
growth in 2014. The global 
economy is showing 
signs of slowing — again. 


Manufacturing has 

slumped. Fewer people 
are signing contracts 
to buy homes. Global 
stock markets have sunk 
as anxiety has gripped 
developing nations. 


Some long-term trends are 
equally dispiriting. 

The Congressional Budget 
Office foresees growth 
picking up through 2016, 
only to weaken starting 
in 2017. By the CBO’s 
reckoning, the economy 
will soon slam into a 
demographic wall: The vast 
baby boom generation will 
retire. Their exodus will shrink 
the share of Americans 
who are working, which 


will hamper the economy's 
ability to accelerate. 

At the same time, the 
government may have 
to borrow more, raise 
taxes or cut spending to 
support Social Security and 


Medicare for those retirees. 
Only a few weeks ago, at 
least the short-term view 
looked brighter. Entering 
2014, many economists 
predicted growth would 
top 3 percent for the 
first time since 2005. That 
pace would bring the U.S. 
economy near its average 
post-World War II annual 
growth rate. Some of the 
expected improvement 
would come from the 


government exerting less 
drag on the economy this 
year after having slashed 
spending and raised taxes 
in 2013. 

In addition, steady job gains 
dating back to 2010 should 
unleash more consumer 
spending. Each of the 7.8 
million jobs that have been 
added provided income to 
someone who previously 
had little or none. 

And since 70 percent of 
the economy flows from 
consumers, their increased 
spending would be 
expected to drive stronger 
hiring and growth. 

“There is a dividing line 
between a slow-growth 
economy that is not 
satisfactory and above¬ 
trend growth with a tide 
strong enough to lift all the 
boats and put people back 
to work," said Chris Rupkey, 
chief financial economist 
at Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi. 
“That number is 3 percent.” 
The recovery had appeared 
to achieve a breakthrough 
in the final quarter of 2013. 
The economy grew at an 
annual pace of 3.2 percent 
last quarter. Leading 
the upswing was a 3.3 
percent surge in the rate of 
consumer spending, which 
had been slack for much 
of the recovery partly 
because of high debt loads 
and stagnant pay. 

Yet for now, winter storms 
and freezing temperatures, 
along with struggles in 
Europe and Asia, have 
slowed manufacturing and 


the pace of hiring. 

Just 113,000 jobs were 
added in January, the 
government said Friday. In 
December, employers had 
added a puny 75,000. Job 
creation for the past two 
months is roughly half its 
average for the past two 
years. A third sluggish jobs 
report in February would 
further dim hopes for a 
breakout year. 

“Three months in a row 
would mean the job market 
is taking a turn for the 
worst," said Stuart Hoffman, 
chief economist for PNC 
Financial Services. 

Former Treasury Secretary 
Larry Summers and Nobel 
Prize winner Paul Krugman 
have suggested that the 
economy might be in a 
semi-permanent funk. 
In November, Summers 
warned in a speech that 
the economy is trapped 
by “secular stagnation." By 
that, he meant a prolonged 
period of weak demand 
and slow growth. 

If the United States hasn’t 
already slipped into that 
period, the CBO predicts 
it could over the next 
four years. That's when 
the retirements of baby 
boomers would start to 
restrain growth. 

The economy will expand 
2.7 percent in 2017 before 
declining to an average of 
2.2 percent through 2024, 
the CBO estimates. That’s 
about as sluggish as the 
current recovery has been, 
on average, so far.Q 



Job seekers line up to meet a prospective employer at a career fair at a hotel in Dallas. Two 
straight weak job reports have raised doubts about economists’ predictions of breakout growth in 
2014. The global economy is showing signs of slowing again. 

(AP Photo/LM Otero) 
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NYC dealers blend in as heroin mills get sophisticated 


TOM HAYS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — In a 

major drug bust that drew 
little attention just a week 
before Philip Seymour 
Hoffman's death, authori¬ 
ties found a sophisticated 


which authorities say are a 
sign of a well-oiled distribu¬ 
tion network that caters to 
more mainstream, middle- 
and upper-class custom¬ 
ers like the Oscar-winning 
Hoffman. 

Heroin dealers want to find 


apartment building where 
a supplier lived. 

There’s no evidence that 
the Bronx operation pro¬ 
vided any heroin Hoffman 
might have bought. But 
New York has long been 
known as America's smack 


fic Colombian-produced 
heroin by the kilogram. 
The wholesalers smuggle 
the drugs into the United 
States concealed in trucks, 
through tunnels dug under 
the southwest border and, 
in one recent case, by 



A table with packaging materials for distribution of heroin is located in a Bronx apartment during a police raid of the location. Ac¬ 
cording to prosecutors it was a sophisticated operation, where workers with coffee grinders and scales toiled around the clock to 
break down bricks of heroin into thousands of tiny, hit-sized baggies, bearing such stamped brands as “Government Shutdown” 
and “NFL.” The death of actor Philip Seymour Hoffman has once again drawn attention to a New York City heroin trade so sophisti¬ 
cated that getting the drug delivered to your door is nearly as easy as ordering a pizza. 

(AP Photo/Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor) 


heroin packaging and dis¬ 
tribution operation in an 
apartment in the Bronx. 
There, workers with coffee 
grinders, scoops and scales 
toiled around the clock to 
break down bricks of the 
drug into thousands of tiny, 
hit-size baggies, bearing 
such stamped brands as 
“Government Shutdown” 
and, in a nod to the Super 
Bowl, “NFL.” 

The seizure of $8 million 
worth of heroin was the re¬ 
sult of the latest raid on her¬ 
oin mills located behind the 
doors of New York homes, 


customers with ready cash 
“who are going to be with 
them until they die," said 
city Special Narcotics Pros¬ 
ecutor Bridget Brennan. 
“That’s the attitude.” 

Tests are continuing to try 
to pinpoint how Hoffman 
died, but his body was 
found with a syringe in his 
arm and dozens of packets 
of heroin nearby. Where 
he got his drugs remains 
uncertain, but the arrests 
of drug suspects identi¬ 
fied during the investiga¬ 
tion suggest he might have 
visited a lower Manhattan 


capital, regularly account¬ 
ing for about 20 percent of 
the heroin the U.S. Drug En¬ 
forcement Administration 
seizes every year. 

Those seizures have grown 
by 67 percent in the state 
over the last five years, a 
trend Brennan attributes 
in part to high-volume her¬ 
oin mills invisible to most 
New Yorkers but capable 
of churning out hundreds 
of thousands of packets 
within days after a big ship¬ 
ment arrives. 

The pipeline starts in Mex¬ 
ico, where cartels traf¬ 


molding and coloring the 
heroin to look like coffee 
beans and shipping it via 
UPS to a private postal box 
in Queens. 

In the Northeast, the car¬ 
tels have increasingly sup¬ 
plied Dominican middle¬ 
men who rely on a busi¬ 
ness model for heroin mills 
that emphasizes discipline, 
quality control and an ab¬ 
sence of violence. 

The retailers favor residen¬ 
tial settings in safe neigh¬ 
borhoods as a means of 
cover. Raids by Brennan’s 
office and the DEA in re¬ 


cent years have found 
them in a newly renovat¬ 
ed apartment in midtown 
Manhattan that rented for 
$3,800 a month and in a 
two-story, red-brick home 
in the New York City suburb 
of Fort Lee, New Jersey. 

A mill found in an 18th- 
floor apartment in upper 
Manhattan had a sign 
that read, “Clean Up After 
Yourselves - The Manage¬ 
ment.” At another discov¬ 
ered across the street from 
Manhattan College in the 
Bronx, immigrant workers 
wore school sweatshirts to 
try to blend in. Workers can 
make up to $5,000 a week. 
They're also given meals 
and toiletries to help make 
it through 12-hour shifts. 
The mill operators and 
workers go out of their way 
not to disturb neighbors, 
who might report them to 
police, or to draw the at¬ 
tention of other criminals 
who want to rob them. 
They leave the apartments 
empty when not working, 
and sometimes change 
locations long before their 
leases are up as a cost of 
doing business, said James 
J. Hunt, the acting head of 
the DEA’s New York office. 
“Drug dealers are very 
wary,” Hunt said. “They 
wouldn’t want word to get 
out on the street about a 
mill. They want anonymity.” 
The economics are addic¬ 
tive: The heroin flooding 
the region carries an av¬ 
erage wholesale price of 
about $60,000 per kilo. The 
retailers can cut a kilo to a 
50 percent purity level us¬ 
ing powdered vitamin B or 
other nontoxic substanc¬ 
es. That provides enough 
drugs to fill 25,000 single¬ 
dose glassine envelopes 
that would be sold for $5 
each to street-level deal¬ 
ers, who in turn charge cus¬ 
tomers $10 to $15. 

Continued on Page 27 
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600 evacuated from blockaded Syrian city of Homs 


BARBARA SURK 
DIAA HADID 

BEIRUT (AP) — Hundreds of 
civilians were evacuated 
Sunday from the besieged 
Syrian city of Homs, braving 
gunmen spraying bullets 
and lobbing mortar shells to 
flee as part of a rare three- 


leave opposition-held parts 
of the city, and to permit 
the entry of food and sup¬ 
plies. 

Forces loyal to Assad have 
blockaded rebel-held parts 
of Homs for over a year, 
causing widespread hun¬ 
ger and suffering. 


a government-held neigh¬ 
borhood. 

The Syrian news agency 
SANA also reported that 
civilians came under fire, 
but blamed “terrorists," the 
government term for reb¬ 
els. 

At least four busloads of 


civilians were shipped out, 
according to footage 
broadcast on the Leba¬ 
nese television station al- 
Mayadeen. Wide-eyed 
children, their prominent 
cheekbones suggestive of 
malnutrition, tumbled out 
of a bus, assisted by aid 
workers. 

“Our life was a disaster, we 
had no food, no water,” 
one distressed woman said. 
“There was nothing, my 
children are all sick. They 
were thirsty,” she said, 
standing with a group of 
exhausted-looking children 
as khaki-clad Syrian sol¬ 
diers, Red Crescent workers 
in red jump suits and U.N. 
workers in blue protective 
vests gathered around the 
buses. 

Some evacuees were to be 
hosted in government-run 
shelters, others were go¬ 
ing to join relatives in safer 
areas, while still others said 
they did not know where 
they were going. 

Khaled Erksoussi of the Syr¬ 
ian Red Crescent, which 
is assisting the operation, 
told the AP that the agen¬ 
cy hoped to evacuate as 
many civilians as possible 
before the truce expires 


Monday. 

On Saturday, gunmen 
opened fire on civilians, 
leaving aid workers wound¬ 
ed and two trucks dam¬ 
aged, Erksoussi said, speak¬ 
ing by telephone from Da¬ 
mascus. 

Despite the violence, the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Antonio 
Guterres, said in a state¬ 
ment that the truce showed 
“that even in the darkest of 
nights it is possible to offer a 
glimmer of hope to people 
in desperate need of assis¬ 
tance." 

The Homs cease-fire was 
arranged by U.N. media¬ 
tor Lakhdar Brahimi, who 
urged the warring sides to 
aid the estimated 2,500 
civilians trapped in the an¬ 
cient, rebel-held quarters 
known as Old Homs, to 
build trust during the first 
face-to-face meetings of 
government officials and 
opposition figures in Swit¬ 
zerland last month. 

But the truce only took hold 
after talks ended, and its 
last day, Monday, now co¬ 
incides with the beginning 
of another round of U.N.- 
mediated negotiations in 
Switzerland. □ 



Syrian Arab Red Crescent members provide some food and drink to a man before he gets on a 
bus to evacuate the battleground city of Homs, Syria. Children, elderly women on wheelchairs 
and other civilians were evacuated from besieged neighborhoods of Syria’s battleground city of 
Homs under a deal struck between the government and the opposition that also included a three- 
day cease-fire allowing aid convoys to enter. 

(AP Photo) 


day truce to relieve a chok¬ 
ing blockade. Dozens were 
wounded as they fled. 

The cease-fire came as Syr¬ 
ian officials arrived in Swit¬ 
zerland for a new round of 
talks with opposition activ- 
ists-in-exile to try to negoti¬ 
ate an end to Syria’s three- 
year conflict. 

More than 600 people were 
evacuated from Homs on 
Sunday, said Governor 
Talal Barrazi. The operation 
was part of a U.N.-mediat- 
ed truce that began Friday 
between the government 
of President Bashar Assad 
and armed rebels to allow 
thousands of women, chil¬ 
dren and elderly men to 


Dozens of people were 
wounded when they came 
under fire as they waited at 
an agreed-upon evacua¬ 
tion point in the rebel-held 
neighborhood of al-Qara- 
bis, according to three ac¬ 
tivists based in Homs, who 
spoke to The Associated 
Press by Skype. 

Despite the gunfire and 
exploding mortar shells, 
hundreds of women, chil¬ 
dren and elderly men ran 
toward a group of Red 
Crescent workers waiting 
less than a mile (kilometer) 
away, said an activist who 
gave his name as Samer al- 
Homsy. The Syrian activists 
said the gunfire came from 
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Witnesses: 

9 more killed in C. African Republic 


At PK12, the last checkpoint at the exit of the town, the Chris¬ 
tian crowd cheers as thousands of Muslim residents from Bangui 
and Mbaiki flee the Central African Republic town of Bangui in 
a mass exodus using cars, pickups, trucks, lorries and motor¬ 
cycles, escorted by Chadian troops on Friday, Feb. 7, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Jerome Delay) 


HIPPOLYTE MARBOUA 
Associated Press 
BANGUI, Central African 
Republic (AP) — Raging 
violence in Central African 
Republic's capital, includ¬ 
ing mob attacks and an 
apparent assassination at¬ 
tempt targeting the law¬ 
less country's former justice 
minister, killed at least nine 
people over the weekend, 
witnesses and officials said 
Sunday. 

Bangui is suffering wide¬ 
spread bloodshed and 
looting despite the pres¬ 
ence of thousands of 
French and African peace¬ 
keepers and the appoint¬ 
ment of a new transitional 
leader last month. 

On Sunday morning, Rwan¬ 
dan peacekeepers inter¬ 
vened after an angry mob 
killed a young Muslim man 
accused of killing a young 
woman, said Olga Mouth, 
a resident of Bangui's Fifth 


District where the incident 
occurred. 

“The young Muslim man 
was guarding two build¬ 
ings belonging to Muslim 
businessmen who fled the 
city," Mouth said. “The 
crowd said he attacked 


the young woman who 
was sitting outside the 
buildings selling porridge. 
This angered the residents, 
who came out in droves to 
lynch him before looting 
and burning the buildings.” 
Rwandan peacekeepers 
opened fire on the crowd, 
killing a man who turned 
out to be the young wom¬ 
an’s uncle, said Mouth. 
However, Rwandan Lt. 
Rosana Nsengimana could 
only confirm Sunday that 
one Rwandan peace¬ 
keeper had been injured. 
Five additional bodies 
were retrieved from the 
same neighborhood, he 
said. “We don’t know the 
circumstances in which 
these people were killed,” 
he said. 

Anti-Muslim violence has 
escalated in Bangui in 
recent months, prompt¬ 
ing many Muslims to flee 
the city. On Friday, thou¬ 
sands climbed aboard 
trucks protected by heav¬ 
ily armed Chadian soldiers 
in a mass exodus, cheered 
on by crowds of Christians. 
The resentment stems from 
widespread atrocities 
committed by the mostly 
Muslim Seleka rebel coali¬ 
tion, which overthrew the 
president of a decade in 
March 2013 and replaced 
him with their leader, Mi¬ 
chel Djotodia.Q 
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Chikungunya virus advances 
through Eastern Caribbean 

FRANCES ROBLES 
© 2014 New York Times 

MIAMI - A painful mosquito-borne virus common in 
Africa and Asia has advanced quickly throughout 
the eastern Caribbean in the past two months, raising 
the prospect that a once-distant illness will become 
entrenched throughout the region, public health ex¬ 
perts say. 

Chikungunya fever, a viral disease similar to dengue, 
was first spotted in December on the French side of 
St. Martin and has now spread to seven other coun¬ 
tries, the authorities said. About 3,700 people are con¬ 
firmed or suspected of having contracted it. 

It was the first time the malady was locally acquired 
in the Western Hemisphere. Experts say conditions 
are ripe for the illness to spread to Central and South 
America, but they say it is unlikely to affect the United 
States. 

“It is an important development when disease moves 
from one continent to another," said Dr. C. James 
Hospedales, the executive director of the Caribbean 
Public Health Agency in Trinidad. “Is it likely here to 
stay? Probably. That's the pattern we have observed 
elsewhere.” 

Chikungunya fever is particularly troublesome for 
places such as St. Martin, a French and Dutch island 
230 miles east of Puerto Rico, where 2 million tourists 
visit annually. In an effort to keep the disease from 
affecting tourism and crippling the island economy, 
local governments began islandwide campaigns of 
insecticide fogging last week and house-to-house 
cleanups of places where mosquitoes could breed. 
The French side of St. Martin to the north has had 476 
confirmed cases, the largest cluster in all of the islands, 
while the Dutch side has had 40 cases, according to 
the Caribbean Public Health Agency. 

Already, the travel search engine Kayak said there 
was a 75 percent decline in searches for St. Martin in 
the past three weeks, compared to the same period 
last year. 

Searches for Martinique, which has had 364 confirmed 
chikungunya cases, were down 18 percent. 

“When I read about chikungunya, I thought: ‘There's 
a mosquito in St. Martin waiting for me, rubbing its little 
feet together waiting to get a hold of me,’” said Betsy 
Carter, a New York City novelist who was scheduled 
to travel to St. Martin with two other couples in Janu¬ 
ary. “So we all decided not to go.” 

Carter was particularly nervous, because she had 
contracted a different disease from a sand fly a few 
years ago in Belize, which caused half her hair to fall 
out. Despite having bought insurance, last month the 
three couples lost $9,000 they paid to stay at Dreamin 
Blue, a luxurious villa overlooking Happy Bay. 

“The owners said they would spray the house,” Carter 
said. “But what if you wanf to leave the house?" 
Public health and tourism officials on the islands are 
urging visitors to wear long sleeves and insect repel¬ 
lent high in DEET. 

“Not a lot of bookings were canceled, but there were 
a few people nof understanding exactly what this 
was, thinking it was a pandemic on a large scale,”Q 
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Gunman kills nun, parishioner in Russian cathedral 


Kiev warns of terrorism threat amid protests 


The Russian Orthodox resurgence and symbiosis 
Church has been criticized with the Kremlin under Pres- 
by those who oppose its ident Vladimir Putin.Q 


i * 5 



A policeman watches a believer leaving the Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ in Yuzhno- 
Sakhalinsk on Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014. Law enforcement officers detained a man, who worked as a 
security guard, and were trying to determine why he attacked the Russian Orthodox cathedral in 
the city of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, the federal Investigative Committee said in a statement. 

(AP Photo/ Dmitriy Sindyakov) 


MOSCOW (AP) — A man 

employed as a private se¬ 
curity guard opened fire 
Sunday in a cathedral on 
Russia’s Sakhalin Island in 
the Pacific, killing a nun 
and a parishioner and 
wounding six others, inves¬ 
tigators said. 

Law enforcement officers 
detained the 24-year-old 
man at the scene and were 
trying to determine why he 
had attacked the Russian 
Orthodox cathedral in the 
city of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, 
the federal Investigative 
Committee said in a state¬ 
ment. The man worked for 
a private security firm in the 
city and was armed with a 
rifle. His name was nof re¬ 
leased. 

Concerns about secu¬ 
rity in Russia are especially 
high because of the Win¬ 
ter Olympics in Sochi, but 
there was no apparent 
connection to the games. 
Sakhalin Island is about 
7,500 kilometers (more 
than 4,500 miles) from So¬ 
chi. 

The six parishioners who 
were wounded were hit 
in the legs and their lives 
were not in danger, state 
news agency RIA Novosti 
reported, citing the region¬ 
al archbishop. 

The gunman entered the 
cathedral shortly after a 
service had ended and 
began shooting at parish¬ 
ioners and religious icons 
on the wall, priest Viktor 
Gorbach said in a tele¬ 
phone interview with the 
LifeNews cable television 
channel. 


He said not too many peo¬ 
ple were left in the cathe¬ 
dral and some managed 
to flee, buf fhe nun and 
a male parishioner tried 
to stop the attacker and 
were killed. 

The priest said the man, 
who also destroyed a 
cross, expressed his hatred 
of the church. In Moscow, 
the head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church honored 
the dead as heroes. “Those 
who died today, they 
in any case died in the 
temple of God,” Patriarch 
Kirill said after a service in 
a Kremlin cathedral, the 
Interfax news agency re¬ 
ported. “They tried to pre¬ 
vent that person from defil¬ 
ing our sacred place. They 
died as heroes, as soldiers 
on the front line.” 

Kirill said the attacker may 


YURAS KARMANAU 

Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — 

Ukraine’s security agency 
on Sunday warned of a 
heightened risk of terrorism, 
including from nearly three 
months of anti-government 
protests. 

The warning raised the 
pressure on the opposition 
as parliament tries to find a 
way out of the crisis. 

The Security Service of 
Ukraine said it was putting 
its counter-terrorism units 
on alert, after receiving 
a large number of bomb 
threats across the country 
at airports, train stations. 


be mentally ill or may have 
been influenced by those 
who speak ill of the church. 


pipelines and other loca¬ 
tions. In what was seen as a 
warning to the opposition, 
the seizure of government 
buildings also would be 
viewed as manifestations 
of terrorism, the agency 
said in a statement. 

Some 30,000 people turned 
out for a rally on Kiev’s In¬ 
dependence Square, 
known as the Maidan, on 
Sunday, the day the dem¬ 
onstrations usually draw the 
largest crowds. 

Opposition leaders de¬ 
manded a constitutional 
reform that would reduce 
presidential powers and 
early elections in which 


they hope to unseat Presi¬ 
dent Viktor Yanukovych. 
The measures are currently 
being discussed in the na¬ 
tional parliament, which is 
controlled by Yanukovych 
loyalists who so far have re¬ 
jected those demands. 
“The authorities are already 
scared of us,” opposition 
leader Oleh Tyahnybok 
told the crowd. “We need 
to press them further." 

The protests started after 
Yanukovych ditched a key 
treaty with the European 
Union in favor of a bailout 
loan from Russia. 

Protesters and police have 
been maintaining a shaky 


truce at giant barricades 
near a government district 
in Kiev for several weeks, 
after three activists were 
killed in clashes last month. 
Another one was found 
dead outside Kiev after be¬ 
ing kidnapped from a hos¬ 
pital. 

Many activists said Sunday 
they were ready to resume 
confrontations with police, 
if Yanukovych refused to 
concede to their demands. 
“We are already tired of 
standing on the Maidan,” 
said Dmytro Shulets, 47. 
“Nothing happens without 
a fight. If talks fail, we will 
resort to force again.”□ 
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Cuba frees jailed Canadian businessman 



Canadian businessman Sarkis Yacoubian goes to court for his 
corruption trial in Havana, Cuba. Yacoubian has returned to 
Canada after serving 2 1/2 years of a 9-year prison sentence in 
Cuba for corruption. He is president of Tri-Star Caribbean import 
company and was arrested in 2011 by Cuban authorities but 
only formally charged in April 2013 with bribery, tax evasion and 
“activities damaging to the economy." Yacoubian said Satur¬ 
day, Feb. 8, 2014 that he’s extremely happy and excited to be 
home in Toronto. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 


C. NORONHA 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — A Ca¬ 
nadian businessman who 
served 2 1/2 years of a 
9-year prison sentence in 
Cuba for corruption has 
abruptly returned to Can¬ 
ada. 

Sarkis Yacoubian, presi¬ 
dent of Tri-Star Caribbean 
import company, said Sat¬ 
urday that he's extremely 
happy and excited to be 
home in Toronto. However, 
he says he is still adjusting 
after he was given only 24 
to 48 hours' notice before 
his release. 

Yacoubian was arrested 
in 2011 by Cuban authori¬ 
ties but was not formally 
charged until April 2013 
with bribery, tax evasion 
and “activities damag¬ 
ing to the economy.” He 
said that because he was 
expelled from Cuba, he is 
not subject to transfer con¬ 
ditions that would require 
him to serve the rest of his 
sentence in Canada. 

“I can’t discuss on what 
grounds I was expelled,” 
said the 53-year-old Ya¬ 
coubian. “When some¬ 
body goes to jail, most of 
them claim that they were 
innocent. It's not only the 
facts that support this for 
me, but official recognition 
that supports this,” he said. 
“I’m still confused. They 
released me, 24-48 hours’ 
notice, I still don’t know ex¬ 
actly how this whole thing 
happened. I’m trying to 
figure out what happened, 
who had interest behind it. 


ELLEN BARRY 
© 2014 New York Times 

NEW DELHI - A husband and 
wife whose factory in Ban¬ 
gladesh was consumed by 
fire in 2012, a disaster that 
killed 112 employees, sur¬ 
rendered to the police Sun¬ 
day in Dhaka, the capital. 
In December, the police 
filed charges of culpable 
homicide against the own¬ 
er of the Tazreen factory, 
Delowar Hossain; his wife, 
Mahmuda Akther, and 11 
associates, including the 
factory's manager and an 


which were the organiza¬ 
tions or companies that did 
what they did to me. So it’s 
just 48 hours. The decision, 
nobody knew that. They 
just said we're going to let 
you out,” Yacoubian told 
The Associated Press from 
his mother’s home in To- 


engineer. 

On the night of the fire, 
more than 1,150 people 
were at their work stations 
in the eight-story building, 
working on a tight deadline 
to fill orders for international 
buyers. 

When the fire broke out 
and an alarm sounded, 
some managers told their 
employees to ignore the 
alarm and continue to 
work. 

As the fire spread, many 
workers found themselves 
trapped in smoke-filled 


ronto. 

He said that he is willing to 
share his story but wants 
to consult with his law¬ 
yers, who he said are cur¬ 
rently on vacation, before 
he provides further details 
about what he calls a “very 
interesting, exciting story.” 


staircases or behind win¬ 
dows that were covered 
with iron grilles. 
Bangladesh’s garment 
industry is extraordinarily 
powerful, both economi¬ 
cally and politically, and 
in the past the state has 
sought to protect their in¬ 
terests. 

Factory owners are rarely 
held responsible for safety 
violations. 

After the Tazreen fire, the 
police initially said they 
did not have enough evi¬ 
dence to bring a case 


“I want to be properly vin¬ 
dicated on the highest lev¬ 
el once the facts are there. 
I’ve already been officially 
vindicated, but I just can’t 
tell you how, but it'll come 
out in the next two weeks,” 
he said. 

Yacoubian, who is Arme¬ 
nian, was born in Lebanon, 
where he studied inter¬ 
national relations before 
coming to Montreal to 
earn his MBA at McGill Uni¬ 
versity. He then ventured 
to Cuba, where he spent 
about 20 years. There, he 
partnered with the Cuban 
government on multiple 
ventures. 

“(I developed) probably 
the third or fourth largest 
company (in Cuba). I start¬ 
ed with $3,000 and that’s 
where I got millions of dol¬ 
lars of credit from facto¬ 
ries, and all my money was 
confiscated, so there's a 
story behind the story," he 
said. 

Two months after Yacou- 
bian’s arrest, authorities 
raided another Canadian- 
run company, the Tokmak- 
jian Group, one of the larg¬ 
est foreign operations in 
Cuba. Cy Tokmaakjian, 73, 
was arrested September 
2011. He remains in Cuba’s 
La Condesa prison with no 
charges filed. 

Peter Kent, Tokmakjian’s 
Member of Parliament, 
told The Toronto Star that 
Yacoubian’s release had 
been expected, but that 
the news that he was back 
in Canada came as a 
relief.Q 


against Hossain, and inves¬ 
tigators suggested that the 
fire might have been set by 
saboteurs. 

But after activists and law¬ 
yers submitted a petition, 
the country’s High Court 
ordered officials to investi¬ 
gate further. 

The high-level government 
investigation that followed 
accused Hossain of “unpar¬ 
donable negligence," not¬ 
ing that some of his man¬ 
agers closed collapsible 
gates to block workers from 
running down staircasesO 


AROUND THE 
CARIBBEAN 

Trinidad company 
fires 6 in wake of 
string of oil spills 

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad 
(AP) — Trinidad & Toba¬ 
go’s state-owned petro¬ 
leum company has fired six 
employees in the wake of 
a string of oil spills late last 
year. Petrotrin President 
Khalid Hassanali says the 
six workers had “high de¬ 
grees of culpability" into 
spills in Trinidad' southwest 
region spanning a week in 
December. They were fired 
Saturday. It wasn’t imme¬ 
diately clear if they will be 
charged with any criminal 
offenses. Hassanali says six 
other workers were found 
to have a “lesser degree 
of culpability” and were 
reinstated. Last month, the 
government fined Petrotrin 
$3 million for violating en¬ 
vironmental and reporting 
standards. Spills of at least 
7,500 barrels of oil impact¬ 
ed several communities, 
with some residents com¬ 
plaining of health prob¬ 
lems. Fishermen also said 
the spilled fuel damaged 
their equipment and killed 
fish in waters between Trini¬ 
dad and Venezuela. 

Forty Dominican 
fishermen held 
in the Bahamas 

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) 

— Forty Dominican fish¬ 
ermen have been taken 
into custody on suspicion 
of poaching in Bahamian 
waters. The islands’ military 
said Sunday that one of its 
patrol boats detained a 
70-foot (21-meter) fishing 
vessel off Andros Island, the 
largest and least populat¬ 
ed island in the sprawling 
archipelago off Florida’s 
east coast. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
how much fish the boat 
was carrying some 80 miles 
(128 kilometers) south of 
Andros, where conch, 
lobster and snapper are 
the mainstay of the local 
economy. It’s the second 
time so far this year that 
a fishing boat from the 
Dominican Republic has 
been intercepted in waters 
of the Bahamas. □ 


Bangladesh: 

Factory owners surrender on charges from fire 













Milton and Bernice Siegal honored at the Radisson Resort and Casino! 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very special 
couple whom are loyal and 
friendly Visitors of Aruba, at 
the Radisson Resort and 
Casino as Distinguished visi¬ 


tors. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as a 
token of appreciafion to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-l 9 consecutive years. 
The honorees were Mr. Mil- 


ton and Mrs. Bernice Siegal, 
of South Yarmouth, Massa¬ 
chusetts. Milton and Ber¬ 
nice are loyal guests of the 
Radisson Resort and they 
love Aruba very much be¬ 
cause of the friendly peo¬ 
ple, the weather, beaches. 



restaurants, great enter¬ 
tainment and being on 
Aruba and staying at the 
Radisson is like being home 
for them. 

When in Aruba Milton and 
Bernice meet with so many 
friends they have known 
through the years, 
and the Siegals always say 
that Aruba is the best is¬ 
land in the Caribbean and 


they will continue to visit for 
many more years to come. 
The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest Giel 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with Mrs. Germaine Wever 
representing the Radisson 
Beach Resort and a big 
group of staff members 
and friends of Milton and 
Bernice. □ 


The Nichols family 
honored at Aruba 
Divi Village Resort 


DIVI BEACH - Recently the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very nice cou¬ 
ple whom are loyal and 
friendly Visitors of Aruba, as 
Ambassadors of Goodwill, 
at the Aruba Divi Village. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
20-or-more consecutive 
years. 

The honorees were Mr. 


Stuart and Mrs. Kathleen 
Nichols of Shelton, Con¬ 
necticut. Stuart and Kath¬ 
leen love Aruba very much 
for the friendly people, 
the climate, beaches, res¬ 
taurants, and Aruba feels 
like a second home and 
the people are like a fam¬ 
ily to them. The certificate 
was presented by Mr. Er¬ 
nest Giel representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority to¬ 
gether with Ms. Hilda Mills 
representing the Divi Vil¬ 
lage. □ 




























With a growing following of satisfied clients: 


More honors on the way for The Blue Lobster Restaurant! 



PALM BEACH - Once more 
The Blue Lobster Restaurant 
has confirmed that anoth¬ 
er award is on the way. 
From very reliable sources 
this information was passed 
to management, and of 
course we cannot wait 
to share the joy and satis¬ 
faction this news brings to 
all of us so working at the 
restaurant and to those in¬ 
valuable clients who made 
it possible for us to be hon¬ 
ored with such important 
awards in so little time of 
operations, says Mr. Casta- 
no, owner of The Blue Lob¬ 
ster Restaurant. 

The Blue Lobster has defi¬ 
nitely returned lobster to its 
proper position in the culi¬ 
nary services on Aruba as it 
was mentioned at the very 
beginning when The Blue 
Lobster was opened back 
on Oct. 15, 2011. Since 
then patrons have enjoyed 


Caribbean and Maine lob¬ 
ster at its best, prepared 
and presented in so many 
attractive ways at reason¬ 
able prices. One thing is 
true is that The Blue Lobster 
Restaurant has maintained 
its position as ‘The Best 


Lobster House of Aruba’ 
for two consecutive years, 
and it will proudly go into its 
third year in this position, as 
already mentioned above. 
This has been made pos¬ 
sible for different reasons. 
The array of lobster dishes 
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available to clients, the ex¬ 
cellent warmth and profes¬ 
sional services provided at 
this small and cozy place, 
and of course the very rea¬ 
sonable prices which make 
it possible for one and all to 
enjoy this magnificent culi¬ 
nary experience. 

As Mr. Castano says, “Good 
food does not need to be 
expensive,” and that is 
what The Blue Lobster Res¬ 
taurant is all about: “Good 
Food, Good Service and 
Good Prices.” 

Inasmuch that in very few 
cases The Blue Lobster did 
not reach the expecta¬ 
tions of a few clients, the 
restaurant has escalated 
to position #21 out of 119 
restaurants in the area (As 
per TRIP ADVISOR), and we 
took very serious the com¬ 
ments and observations of 
those who in one way or 
another let us realize there 
is always room for improve¬ 
ment.There is a strong com¬ 
mitment to improve in the 
few areas necessary, and 


therefore the staff has been 
attending seminars related 
to Self Improvement, Client 
Services and Goal Setting. 
While the top manage¬ 
ment will attend a very im¬ 
portant seminar given by a 
professional trainer at the 
Aruba Chamber Of Com¬ 
merce this coming 11-25 of 
February, 2014. 

So all in all The Blue Lobster 
is doing everything pos¬ 
sible to maintain its good 
name and image as it has 
already for two years and 
four months of operations. 
We are sure you too will 
want to be part of fhis 
success story, and visit this 
wonderful place, which 
has become a must for the 
Aruba visitors. 

On the first year of opera¬ 
tions, reservations were 
‘recommended, 1 now it is 
becoming ‘a must,' due to 
the limited space, mainly 
during Specials Day ,when 
The Blue Lobster turns 
over at least 3 times the 
capacity .□ 

























SEE 

I 



At Bugaloe: 
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Aruban Fresh Fish Right Off The Coast! 



PALM BEACH - Fresher yellow rice and rich vege- 
than Fresh, is what you are tables is what you will be 
served in the popular Bu- served from Chef Hernan- 
galoe Beach Bar & Grill, lo- dez' kitchen every Mon- 
cated at De Palm Pier, bet- day. Whether choosing 
ween the RIU Palace Hotel Fried Fish Basket for only $15 
and The Raddison Hotel, or a delicious Red Snapper 
Mondays will no longer be for $20, you wish it was Mon- 
just another Monday. No! day every day! Bugaloe 
It's Crazy Fish Monday at is known for fun and crazi- 
Bugaloe! Beautiful color- ness, so it was only logical 
ful platter of exquisite fish. Chef Marc Hernandez likes 



puccino, or walk in to enjoy 
a casual lunch in between 
sunbathing. A few nights 
a week Bugaloe is host to 
some of the best live bands 
of Aruba, while you are sa¬ 
voring dinner and enjoying 
the beautiful Aruba Sun¬ 
set! Don't forget to make 
one hour in the day even 
happier at Bugaloe's dai¬ 
ly Happy Hour from 5 till 6 
p.m. Reservations are not 
necessary, just follow your 
hips to the music and the 
fun and smiles saluting 
youO 


to go wild when it comes to 
his cooking. Caught in the 
morning, served at night 
is the true Bugaloe way, 
maybe this explains its po¬ 
pularity from the start. Cra¬ 
zy Fish Monday is served 
from 5.30 p.m. till 10 p.m. 
Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill 
is open daily from 9 a.m. till 
midnight. Start your day of 
right with a delicious cap- 
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Play in our fantastic FREE Entry 
Slot Tournament every Monday! 

Registration starts at 7pm lotlh a $500 CRSH PRIZE pool! 
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Durant scores 41, Thunder defeat Knicks 112-100 


By CLIFF BRUNT 
AP Sports Writer 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) - The 

showdown between the 
NBA’s top two scorers turned 
out to be a mismatch. 
Oklahoma City’s Kevin Du¬ 
rant outscored New York's 
Carmelo Anthony 41-15, 
and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder defeated the New 
York Knicks 112-100 on Sun¬ 
day. 

Durant, the league's leading 
scorer, also had 10 rebounds 
and nine assists. Anthony, 
the league’s No. 2 scorer, fin¬ 
ished with 15 points on 5-for- 
19 shooting for the Knicks. 
Thunder coach Scott Brooks 
took Durant out of the game 
with 1:24 remaining, leav¬ 
ing Durant short of a rare 
40-point triple-double by a 
single assist. 

“I got on Serge (Ibaka),” 
Durant said, laughing. “He 
missed a dunk and he 
passed up a shot.” 

Durant also was largely re¬ 
sponsible for guarding An¬ 
thony. “He missed some 
shots that he normally 
makes,” Durant said. 

“I just tried to play as strong 
as I can, contest some shots 
and not get discouraged 
when he hits them because 
he makes tough shots and 
he’s a guy that can get hot. 

I just try to rely on my team¬ 
mates, and they did a great 
job of helping me out, build¬ 
ing a wall behind me, and I 
just tried to play as hard as I 
can.” 



Oklahoma City Thunder's Kevin Durant (35) makes an uncontested dunk against the Or¬ 
lando Magic during the first half of an NBA basketball game in Orlando, Fla., Friday, Feb. 7, 
2014. Associated Press 


Reggie Jackson had 19 
points and six assists and Iba¬ 
ka had 16 points and nine re¬ 
bounds for the Thunder, who 
were coming off a 103-102 
loss to struggling Orlando on 
Friday. 

Raymond Felton and Amar’e 
Stoudemire each scored 16 
points for the Knicks, who 
have lost four of five. 

The Thunder made 12 
3-pointers and shot 55 per¬ 
cent overall. 

Oklahoma City led 58-53 
at halftime as Durant out- 
scored Anthony 19-7. 

The Thunder asserted them¬ 
selves in the third quarter. 
Jackson drained a 3-pointer 
to put the Thunder up 76-64 
midway through the period. 
Durant's 3-pointer gave the 
Thunder an 81-69 edge, and 
the Knicks called a timeout. 
New York cut Oklahoma 
City's lead to 86-80 early in 
the fourth quarter on a dunk 
by Jeremy Tyler, but Okla¬ 
homa City pulled away. A 
3-pointer by Durant pushed 
Oklahoma City’s lead to 95- 
86. Oklahoma City led 97-88 
with 5:34 remaining when 
Ibaka was issued a techni¬ 
cal foul. 

Anthony made the free 
throw, but the Knicks didn't 
get anything out of the pos¬ 
session. The Thunder took 
control from there as a long 
jumper by Ibaka put Oklaho¬ 
ma City ahead 105-90. 
Durant scored his 40th point 
on a free throw with 1:41 
remaining. □ 


Olympic downhill king: Austria’s Matthias Mayer 



FRED LIEF 
AP Sports Writer 
SOCHI, Russia (AP) — Mat¬ 
thias Mayer shut his eyes 
for a moment, his day’s 

Austria’s Matthias Mayer 
celebrates winning the gold 
medal in the men's down¬ 
hill at the Sochi 2014 Winter 
Olympics, Sunday, Feb. 9, 
2014, in Krasnaya Polyana, 
Russia. 

Associated Press 


work over. 

If he had trouble believing 
what had just happened as 
he stood before the crowd 
it was with good reason. 
The Austrian struck a big 
upset Sunday in one of the 
Olympics’ marquee events, 
capturing the men’s down¬ 
hill and upending the elite 
of his sport. 

“It's amazing to be an 
Olympic champion," he 


said. 

Mayer has never finished 
better than fifth in a World 
Cup downhill. 

That proved no obstacle in 
dismissing the preordained 
favorites — Aksel Lund 
Svindal of Norway finished 
fourth and Bode Miller of 
the U.S. eighth. 

Among the eight gold med¬ 
alists on Day 3 were: snow- 
boarder Jamie Anderson, 


the American slopestyle 
queen who triumphed in 
her sport's Olympic debut; 
Irene Wust, who showed 
why speedskating is Dutch 
territory; and Russia in team 
figure skating, likewise an 
Olympic newcomer, for its 
first gold in Sochi. 


Continued on page 20 
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Anderson completes U.S. 
Olympic sweep in slopestyle 


EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer 
KRASNAYA POLYANA, Rus¬ 
sia (AP) — There was a lot 
of ugliness out on that su¬ 
persized Olympic slopestyle 
course Sunday — crashes, 
splashes, face plants, even 
a cracked helmet. 

As she so often does, Jamie 
Anderson made things look 
beautiful again. 

The world’s most consis¬ 
tent rider came through 
big under a huge amount 
of pressure — “I was freak¬ 
ing out," she said — rid¬ 
ing clean on the rails and 
stomping down three high¬ 
flying jumps on her second, 
and make-or-break, trip 
down the mountain. She 
scored a 95.25 on that run 
to make America 2 for 2 
in slopestyle's colorful and 
treacherous debut on the 
Olympic stage. 

“It’s kind of a big deal," 
said the gold medalist, who 
earlier this winter had con¬ 
ceded she was heading to 
Russia with some reserva¬ 
tions about what the Olym¬ 
pics really stand for. “This is 
The Event.” 

Enni Rukajarvi of Finland 
won silver and Jenny Jones 
took bronze to give Britain 
its first Olympic medal on 
the snow. 

A heady piece of history 
for Jones, the 33-year-old, 
one-time ski resort house¬ 
keeper from Bristol, who 
was unapologetic in re¬ 
vealing she prepared for 
the big day by watching 
“Downton Abbey” back at 
her place in the athletes vil¬ 
lage. 

Jones calls Anderson a 
“hippie," and it’s true, the 
23-year-old from South 
Lake Tahoe, Calif., likes 
yoga and meditation — 
and granola every now 
and then. 

“I think it’s fair to say Jamie 
marches to the beat of 
her own drummer,” Ameri¬ 
can coach Mike Jankowski 
said. “She likes to do things 
her way out here." 

Much as she wanted to re¬ 
lax while getting ready for 
her final run, she said it was, 
indeed, a little disconcert¬ 


ing standing at the top of 
the mountain, watching 
rider after rider take a fall. 
Of the 24 runs in finals, no 
fewer than 17 of them in¬ 
cluded a hand drag, a 
fall or worse — and that 
wasn’t counting Austrian 
Anna Gasser’s failed climb 
back up the first embank¬ 
ment after she was given 
the ‘go’ sign a second too 
soon. 

Isabel Derungs of Switzer¬ 
land fell off a rail and face 
planted into the snow. 

Silje Norendal, the Norwe¬ 
gian who handed Ander¬ 
son one of her few losses 
two weeks ago at the Win¬ 
ter X Games, fell off the 
first rail, bobbled on the 
second, then washed out 
completely on her second 
jump. Worst of all, Sarka 
Pancochova of the Czech 
Republic lost it on the first 
jump of her second run, the 
back of her head slamming 
against the snow. Her body 
skittered down the hill, flip¬ 
ping side to side, with her 
legs flopping like a rag doll. 
Somehow, she got up and 
rode down the hill under 
her own power. When she 
got there, she showed off a 
pencil-wide crack that ran 
the length of her helmet. 
“Well, it seems broken, but 
that's what they are for, 
right?” said Pancochova, 
who was not seriously in¬ 
jured, according to team 
officials. 

Against that backdrop, 
and overcast skies, Ander¬ 
son, who lost her balance 
and nearly fell on the final 
jump of her opening run, 
reached the starting gate 
for the second. 

“I was just visualizing, like, 
seeing myself already 
landing and coming down 
here,” she said. “Just trying 
to believe.” 

She made a mini-Usain Bolt 
pose, as if getting ready to 
arch an arrow, pounded 
on her snow pants, then 
took off. 

On a course thought by 
some to be too tough for 
women, where even An¬ 
derson fell and hurt her 
back during training, she 


was almost flawless. 

She executed her half-ro¬ 
tating jumps on and off the 
rails — the most technical 
part of these runs — with¬ 
out problem, then set up 
for the show: Cab 720 jump 
with a grab, switchback 
540 with a grab, frontside 
720. That’s three jumps with 
a total of 5/4 rotations and 
two fancy grabs of the 
snowboard. The landings: 
All perfect. Everyone knew 
it, including Anderson, who 
spread-eagled her arms as 
she crossed the finish line. 
Safe. 

“Jamie is a lot of things,” 
said 19-year-old KarlyShorr, 
who finished sixth. “Jamie is 
a leader. □ 


Jamie Anderson of the United States takes a jump on her first run 
in the women’s snowboard slopestyle final at the 2014 Winter 
Olympics, Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014, in Krasnaya Polyana, Russia. 

Associated Press 
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Gibson, Noah lead Bulls 
to 92-86 win over Lakers 



Los Angeles Lakers’ Steve Nash, left, shoots over Chicago Bulls’ 
Kirk Hinrich during the first half of an NBA basketball game in Los 
Angeles, Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014. 


By JOE RESNICK 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Kirk 
Hinrich scored 19 points, 
Joakim Noah had 18 points 
and 13 rebounds, and the 
Chicago Bulls held off the 
stubborn Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers 92-86 on Sunday after 
nearly blowing a 19-point 
lead. 

Taj Gibson added 18 points 
for the Bulls, who never 
trailed against an injury- 
ravaged Lakers squad 
missing Kobe Bryant, Pau 
Gasol, Jordan Farmar, Nick 
Young, Jodie Meeks and 
Xavier Henry. 

Gasol, who had a season- 
high 19 rebounds the pre¬ 


vious time the teams met, 
missed his fourth straight 
game because of a groin 
strain. 

CenterChrisKaman scored 
a season-high 27 points 
off the bench for the Lak¬ 
ers, who won their previ¬ 
ous two games following a 
3-19 slide that buried them 
in the race for a Western 
Conference playoff spot. 
Point guard Steve Nash, 
playing his third game af¬ 
ter missing 39 because of a 
nerve problem in his back, 
had eight points in 21-plus 
minutes before departing 
with 5 minutes left in the 
third quarter because of ir¬ 
ritation in his left leg. 


The 18-year veteran and 
two-time MVP, who cele¬ 
brated his 40th birthday on 
Friday with a team-high 19 
points in a 112-98 victory at 
Philadelphia, was hit on the 
same leg he fractured last 
season. 

Gibson, whose buzzer¬ 
beating layup in overtime 
gave the Bulls a 102-100 vic¬ 
tory over the Lakers on Jan. 
20 at Chicago, led the Bulls 
to a 52-46 halftime lead 
with 16 points. He made his 
seventh start of the season 
as Carlos Boozer missed his 
second straight game with 
a left calf strain. 

The Bulls, who finished their 
road trip 3-3, opened the 
game with a 10-0 run while 
the Lakers missed their first 
six shots - including an air- 
ball by Wesley Johnson on 
a 3-point attempt from 27 
feet. 

Gibson’s reverse layup in¬ 
creased the Bulls’ margin 
to 15 before Los Angeles 
scored the next 12 points 
to slice the deficit to 42-39 
with 5:55 left in the second 


quarter. 

Chicago built its lead back 
up to 72-53, its biggest 
of the game, with a 15-5 
run capped by Hinrich's 
3-pointer with 3 1/2 minutes 
left in the third quarter. 
Down by 13 with 6:37 to 
play, the Lakers narrowed 
the gap to 88-84 after Steve 


Olympic 

Continued from page 18 


SKIING: 

In a country where skiing is 
revered, Mayer gave Aus¬ 
tria a jolt. A few weeks ago 
he was not even consid¬ 
ered the nation’s best shot 
for gold. But he covered 
the Rosa Khutor course in 
2 minutes, 6.23 seconds 
and beat Italy's Christof In- 
nerhofer by 0.06 seconds. 
Norway's Kjetil Jansrud 
won the bronze. Miller, 
who dominated the train¬ 
ing runs, was so unnerved 
by the change of visibility 
he thought he’d have “to 
do something magical to 
win.” 

That was left to Mayer, 
who enjoys good skiing 
bloodlines — his father, 
Helmut, won a super-G sil¬ 
ver medal at the 1988 Cal¬ 
gary Games. 

FIGURE SKATING: 

With Evgeni Plushenko 
and a captivating Julia 
Lipnitskaia winning the 
free skates, Russia took the 
team event without need¬ 
ing to worry about the con¬ 
cluding ice dance. Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin was 
among those in a crowd 
relishing this victory as the 
Russians drew away from 
the U.S. and Canada. 

Plushenko’s body has 
been battered by 12 op¬ 
erations and he had to 
convince his federation 
he merited a spot in Sochi. 
“All the fans are cheering 
so hard that you literally 
cannot do badly because 
they do everything with 
you," Plushenko said. “You 
get goose bumps.” 

SNOWBOARDING: 

The U.S. now has a double 


Blake stole the ball from 
Heinrich and Kaman fed 
Johnson for a slam dunk 
that capped a 13-4 run 
with 48.3 seconds left. But 
D.J. Augustin, who had 15 
points off the bench, sank 
four free throws in the final 
21 seconds to help seal the 
victory.Q 


gold hit in slopestyle, with 
Anderson doing her part 
a day after Sage Kotsen- 
burg. “Even though it’s just 
another competition, the 
stage and the outreach 
that this event connects to 
is out of control,” Anderson 
said. Finland's Enni Rukajar- 
vi won the silver. The bronze 
went to Jenny Jones, a 
33-year-old former maid 
at a ski resort who gave 
Britain its first medal in any 
snow sport. 

SPEEDSKATING: 

Another royal visit, more 
Dutch gold. Wust gave the 
Netherlands its second vic¬ 
tory by winning the 3,000. 
Skating before her king 
and queen, Wust won in 
4 minutes, 0.34 seconds. 
Defending champ Martina 
Sablikova of the Czech Re¬ 
public took the silver while 
Olga Graf won bronze for 
Russia’s first medal of the 
games. Claudia Pechstein, 
41 and a six-time Olympi¬ 
an, was fourth. 

Wust, her nails red, white 
and blue like the Dutch 
flag, held up three fingers, 
signifying her third Olympic 
gold medal. 

CROSS-COUNTRY: 

Switzerland’s Dario Colo- 
gna had ankle surgery in 
November, but that now 
seems ancient. He won 
the 30-kilometer skiath- 
lon, pulling away at the 
top of the last uphill sec¬ 
tion. The three-time overall 
World Cup winner claimed 
his second Olympic gold 
medal. He was timed in 1 
hour, 8 minutes, 15.4 sec¬ 
onds. 

Defending champion Mar¬ 
cus Hellner of Sweden took 
silver, with the bronze to 
Norway’s Martin Johnsrud 
Sundby. □ 
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fire coach Maurice Cheeks 



In this Dec. 10,2013 file photo, Detroit Pistons head coach Mau¬ 
rice Cheeks looks down at the floor during an NBA basketball 
game in Auburn Hills, Mich. 

Associated Press 


By NOAH TRISTER 
AP Sports Writer 
DETROIT (AP) - Even by the 
Detroit Pistons’ recent stan¬ 
dards, this was an abrupt 
change. 

Detroit fired coach Maurice 
Cheeks on Sunday after 
less than a year as coach, 
with the Pistons languish¬ 
ing well below .500 despite 
offseason moves aimed at 
putting the struggling fran¬ 
chise back in contention. 
Detroit is 21-29, and al¬ 
though the Pistons still have 
a decent chance to make 
the playoffs in the Eastern 
Conference, their new ros¬ 
ter has performed errati¬ 
cally. 

“This was a difficult deci¬ 
sion for fhe organization 
to make but we needed 
to make a change,” team 
president Joe Dumars said 
in a statement. “We have 
great respect for Maurice 
and appreciate his hard 
work.” 

A person with knowledge 
of Detroit's plans said as¬ 
sistant John Loyer will take 
over as interim coach. The 
person spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the 
team had not announced 
an interim coach yet. 

The Pistons haven’t made 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Karin 
Knapp won her second 
match of the weekend to 
give Italy a 3-1 win over 
the United States in the first 
round of the Fed Cup World 
Group on Sunday. 

Knapp defeated Ameri¬ 
can Alison Riske 6-3, 7-5 to 
secure Italy's victory in the 
best-of-five series. 

She held a 5-2 lead in the 
second set, only to let Riske 
tie it at five. But Knapp re¬ 
gained the momentum 
and closed out the match. 
“I got a little bit nervous, I 
got a little bit of emotion," 
Knapp said. “But I tried to 
continue my game, to hit 
the ball hard, to command 
the game." 

Knapp also defeated Chris¬ 
tina McHale on Saturday, 
6-3, 3-6, 6-1. Camila Giorgi 
defeated Madison Keys 
6-2, 6-1 in Saturday’s sec¬ 
ond match. 


the playoffs since being 
swept in the first round in 
2009 - in Michael Curry’s 
only season as their coach. 
Since then, Detroit has 
gone through two seasons 
under John Kuester and 
two under Lawrence Frank. 
After neither of them could 
make any real progress. 
Cheeks was brought in as 
Detroit’s ninth coach since 
the 1999-2000 season. 

In addition to hiring Cheeks 
last offseason, Detroit 
signed forward Josh Smith 
and traded for point guard 
Brandon Jennings, trying to 
bolster a roster that already 
included young big men 
Andre Drummond and 
Greg Monroe. 

But the mix has been unin¬ 
spiring for the most part. The 
Pistons have had problems 
defensively and have strug¬ 
gled to close out games in 
the fourth quarter. 

The poor attendance that's 
become commonplace at 
The Palace hasn't really 
improved - and Detroit's 
11-15 home record hasn't 
helped. 

“Our record does not re¬ 
flect our talent and we 
simply need a change,” 
Pistons owner Tom Gores 
said Sunday. “We have not 


Riske fought hard through 
the second set and ap¬ 
peared to gain control be¬ 
fore Knapp shut the door. 

“I had to do something dif¬ 
ferently because she was 
completely attacking me. 
I tried to be the first one to 
go after it,” Riske said. “She 
was serving really well to¬ 
day.” 

Lauren Davis and Madison 
Keys of the United States 
earned a 6-2, 6-3 win in 
the doubles match against 
Nastassja Burnett and Alice 
Matteucci. 

Italy moves on to the World 
Group semifinals April 19- 
20 to face either Spain or 
the Czech Republic, whose 
first-round tie has been ex¬ 
tended into Monday be¬ 
cause of rain. 

“I said this morning, ‘If we 
win we have to jump into 
the snow.’” Knapp said. 
“So after, we will all put the 


made the kind of progress 
fhat we should have over 
fhe first half of the season. 
This is a young team and 
we knew there would be 
growing pains, but we can 
be patient only as long as 
there is progress." 

Detroit is only a half-game 
out of the final playoff spot 
in the East, but that's largely 
because so many teams in 
the conference are having 
similar problems. The Pis¬ 
tons are only three games 
better than they were after 
50 games last season. 
Cheeks became the first 
coach to leave or be fired 
after 50 games or fewer 
with an NBA team since 
Rudy Tomjanovich, who 
coached only 44 games 
for the Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers in 2004-05, according 
to STATS. That does not in¬ 
clude interim coaches. 

“The responsibility does not 
fall squarely on any one in¬ 
dividual, but right now this 
change is a necessary step 
toward turning this thing 
around,” Gores said. 

“I still have a lot of hope for 
fhis season and I expect our 
players to step up. I respect 
and appreciate Maurice 
Cheeks and thank him for 
his efforts; we just require a 


jacket on, the scarf on and 
we will jump in the snow." 
U.S. captain Mary Joe Fer¬ 
nandez chose the 46th- 
ranked Riske over Keys, 
who is the team's top- 


different approach." 

The Pistons have won four 
of six, including back-to- 
back blowouts at home 
against Brooklyn and Den¬ 
ver on Friday and Satur¬ 
day. They host San Anto¬ 
nio on Monday night, and 
the team has not made 
any announcement about 
who will coach that game. 
Cheeks previously 

coached Portland and 
Philadelphia, a team he 
won an NBA title with as 
a point guard. The Pistons 
gave him his third shot to 
be an NBA head coach in 
June. 


ranked player at No. 37 in 
the world, as Knapp’s op¬ 
ponent. 

The United States moves to 
the World Group Playoff in 
April .□ 


Gores was in affendance 
at a recent game and said 
he thought the team was 
better than its record. 

“I'm not satisfied. Our job is 
to make sure that our play¬ 
ers are at their maximum,” 
Gores said after that Feb. 
1 game against Philadel¬ 
phia. “I’m not satisfied with 
the job I’m doing. I’m not 
satisfied with the job any¬ 
one is doing.” 

At that point, speculation 
centered around the up¬ 
coming trade deadline 
and the possibility that 
Detroit might shake up its 
roster again. Now, the Pis¬ 
tons are hoping another 
coaching change can im¬ 
prove the franchise’s out¬ 
look. 

Detroit made the con¬ 
ference finals six straight 
years from 2003-08, but 
the team's fall was swiff 
after that, and rebuilding 
has been difficult. This year 
marks the 10th anniversary 
of the Pistons’ champion¬ 
ship in 2004 - and the at¬ 
mosphere at The Palace 
could hardly be more dif¬ 
ferent. 

“We’re focused on how 
to make our players the 
best,” Gores said earlier 
this month. The Pistons be¬ 
came the third major pro 
team in Detroit to make 
a coaching or manage¬ 
rial change in the past six 
months. Jim Leyland of the 
Tigers stepped down and 
was replaced by Brad Aus- 
mus after last season, and 
the Lions fired Jim Schwartz 
in late December, eventu¬ 
ally replacing him with Jim 
CaldwellO 


Italy beats United States 3-1 in Fed Cup 



Italy’s Karin Knapp, left, is mobbed by teammates after defeat¬ 
ing United States’ Alison Riske 6-3, 7-5, during a Fed Cup world 
group tennis match on Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014, in Cleveland. 

Associated Press 
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Walker hangs on to win at Pebble Beach 



Jimmy Walker celebrates on the 18th green Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014, after winning the AT&T Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am golf tournament in Pebble Beach, Calif. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
PEBBLE BEACH, California 
(AP) — Jimmy Walker led 
by as many as six shots 
Sunday in the AT&T Pebble 
Beach National Pro-Am 
before he had to make a 
5-foot par putt on the 18th 
hole for a 2-over 74 and 
a one-shot victory over 
Dustin Johnson and Jim 
Renner. 

“It's drama, man," Walker 
said on the 18th green. “It 
was too much for me." 

But it was a familiar out¬ 
come for Walker, a 
35-year-old Texan who 
only four months ago was 
regarded as one of the 
best players to have never 
won on the PGA Tour. This 
was his third win of the PGA 
Tour season, a streak that 
began in October about 
an hour away at the Frys, 
com Open. 

Walker joined some exclu¬ 
sive company. He is only 
the fourth player in the last 
20 years to win three times 
in his first eight starts to a 
season. The others are Ti¬ 
ger Woods (who has done 
it eight times), Phil Mickel- 
son and David Duval. 

For a brief moment, it 
looked as though Walker 
might have a chance to 
join Greg Norman and Ser¬ 
gio Garcia as players to 
lose a six-shot lead in the 
final round. 


He was never seriously chal¬ 
lenged until Johnson, and 
then Renner, put together 
a strong finish. Johnson, a 
two-time winner at Pebble 
Beach, closed with a 66 on 
a card that included three 
bogeys. Renner, who had 
yet to make a cut all year, 
made five birdies on the 
back nine for a 67. 

Walker made a 10-foot 
birdie on the 11th hole and 
was seemingly on his way. 
But he hit a poor chip on the 
par-3 12th for a bogey. He 
three-putted the 13th for a 


bogey. He settled down for 
three simple pars and was 
two shots clear with two to 
play. Walker three-putted 
the 17th, missing a 3'/2-foot 
par putt. He tried to play 
it safe on the 18th with an 
iron off the tee that found 
the right rough. 

From 25 feet above the 
hole, he hit the birdie putt 
too hard and had one anx¬ 
ious moment. 

“I hate three-putting,” 
Walker said. “I had two of 
them back there, and defi¬ 
nitely didn’t want another 


one on the last.” 

Walker finished on 11-under 
277 and earned $1,188 mil¬ 
lion, expanding his lead in 
the Ryder Cup standings to 
more than $1 million over 
Mickelson in second place. 
The Ryder Cup is based on 
PGA Tour earnings, though 
there are still four majors 
(which count double), 
three World Golf Cham¬ 
pionships and The Players 
Championship remaining. 
For now, the stars are 
aligned for Walker bet¬ 
ter than anything he sees 


through his high-powered 
telescope. 

“I just go out and play 
golf," Walker said. “This is 
what I want to do and I've 
worked really hard to do 
it, to be here, and to be in 
this position and it’s really 
cool.” 

Jordan Spieth had to re¬ 
turn Sunday morning to 
complete his third round, 
which ended with his sixth 
three-putt of the round for 
a 78. He faced Pebble at 
its most vicious throughout 
the third round, though 
he bounced back with a 
bogey-free 67 to at least 
tie for fourth with Kevin Na 
(69). 

And he hasn’t lost his sense 
of humor. 

“Yesterday was a day 
where you want to play 
Pebble Beach in that 
weather once in your life,” 
Spieth said. “You just don't 
want it be Saturday when 
you're in the lead.” 

Chalk it up to another 
learning experience for 
Spieth, who said his 36 
putts were more a product 
of not having the speed 
than the less-than-smooth 
quality. 

“I felt like I needed birdies 
when I didn’t," he said. 
Another strong finish be¬ 
longed to Graeme Mc¬ 
Dowell, returning to Pebble 
for the first time since his 
U.S. Open title in 2010. 



Cheyenne Woods wins 
Australian Ladies Masters 


Cheyenne Woods of USA plays a shot on the 16th hole during 
the second round of the Evian Championship women's golf tour¬ 
nament in Evian, eastern France, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013. 

Associated Press 


GOLD COAST, Australia 
(AP) — Cheyenne Woods 
won the Australian Ladies 
Masters on Sunday for her 
first major professional tour 
victory, holding off 17-year- 


old Australian amateur 
Minjee Lee by two strokes. 
The 23-year-old Woods, Ti¬ 
ger Woods’ niece, closed 
with a 4-under 69 at Royal 
Pines to finish at 16-under 


276. Lee also shot 69 in the 
event sanctioned by the 
European and Australian 
tours. 

Woods birdied the par-5 
15th to open a two-stroke 
lead, hitting a wedge from 
about 120 yards to 4 feet. 
On the par-5 18th, she 
matched Lee with a birdie, 
holing out from 1 Vs feet. 
From Phoenix, Woods is the 
daughter of Earl Dennison 
Woods Jr., Tiger Woods’ 
half brother. 

Woods turned professional 
in 2012 after an All-Ameri¬ 
ca career at Wake Forest 
and her only previous pro 
victory came in 2012 in a 


SunCoast mini-tour event. 
In December, she missed 
the cut in the LPGA Tour’s 
qualifying tournament in a 
failed bid to earn a spot on 
the circuit. 

She choked back tears 
Sunday as she spoke of 
the significance of winning 
a Ladies European Tour 
event. 

“This is a huge accomplish¬ 
ment for me,” she said. 
“The European Tour has 
been great to be able to 
play this past year. 

“I’ve been able to see all 
of these great players, play 
with Solheim Cup members 
... to be able to come out 


here and compete with 
them and come out on top 
was huge for me." 

Woods said she had 
learned to live with the 
pressure of expectation 
that came with bearing a 
famous golfing name. 

“I’ve been pro for two years 
and, for the majority of it, 
people just think of me as 
Tiger Woods’ niece so now 
I have a game of my own 
and I have a title now, a 
win, which is exciting," she 
said. “It's nice now to say to 
people that I can play and 
I’m not just a name. 
“Growing up with the last 
name of Woods, 
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High-tech U.S. project tackles low-income word gap 



In this Feb. 3, 2014 photo, caseworker and home visitor Stephanie Taveras, left, reads a book with 
Ashley Cox, center, and Cox’s 16-month-old son Jaiden, right, at the family’s home in Providence, 
R.l. The city has begun an effort to boost language skills for children from low-income families by 
equipping them with audio recorders that count every word they hear. During home visits, social 
workers go over the word counts with parents and suggest tips to boost the child’s language skills. 

Associated Press 


DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 
PROVIDENCE, Rhode Island 
(AP) — Six-month-old Jaiv- 
en James doesn't even 
notice the pager-sized 
recorder that fits snuggly 
into the pocket of his shirf, 
recording every gurgle, 
every cry, every word he 
hears. 

The boy is an early partici¬ 
pant in a Providence city 
project that aims to boost 
the language skills of low- 
income children by using 
recorders to count the 
words they're exposed to. 
Studies show poorer chil¬ 
dren enter school having 
heard millions of fewer 
words than more affluent 
children, a disadvantage 
that can limit future edu¬ 
cational success and oc¬ 
cupational opportunities. 
“We want to close that 
gap, and the best way to 
do it is by training parents 
from Day 1,” says Stepha¬ 
nie Taveras, a social worker 
who is coaching Jaiven’s 
mother, Ashley Cox, on 
ways to boost her chil¬ 
dren’s language skills. 

The project, called Provi¬ 
dence Talks, beat out pro¬ 
posals from more than 300 
U.S. cities last year to win a 
$5 million prize offered by 
then-New York Mayor Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg. The vol¬ 
untary program began last 
month with 75 families and 
hopes to serve 2,000 fami¬ 
lies by mid-2016. 

The initiative targets what 
early childhood develop¬ 
ment experts call the word 
gap, a problem that takes 
a lasting economic and 
educational toll on Ameri¬ 
ca’s poor. A landmark 1995 
study found that children in 
families receiving welfare 
hear less than one-third as 
many words per hour as 
their more affluent peers, 
and they reach age 4 hav¬ 
ing heard 32 million fewer 
words than children from 
wealthier families. Students 
who begin school with this 
disadvantage are less likely 
to succeed academically 
or professionally later in life. 
It’s a problem with long¬ 
term implications for Rhode 
Island’s capital city, where 
one-third of children live 
in poverty and two-thirds 
of kindergarteners enter 


school already behind on 
national school readiness 
benchmarks. 

Providence Mayor Angel 
Taveras, who isn’t related 
to the social worker, said 
he wants his city to prove 
the word gap can be 
bridged by giving parents 
just a little help. 

The recorder acts as a 
language pedometer, 
counting the number of 
words and conversations 
throughout the day and 
distinguishing between 
young and adult voices 
and electronic noises like 
radio and television. Data 
from the device can show 
how often a parent inter¬ 
acts with a child and how 
often the television is on. 
Parents of participating 
children are advised to re¬ 
cord an entire day’s worth 
of audio every few weeks. 
A social worker picks up 
the device from fhe home 
and uploads the data to a 
computer. The social work¬ 
er then returns to review 
the results with parents and 
offer suggestions for how 
they can better engage 
their children. 

“The science is solid: Chil¬ 
dren who hear more lan¬ 
guage — not just more, 
but richer language that's 


relevant, that's positive — 
are associated with better 
outcomes," said Stanford 
University psychology pro¬ 
fessor Anne Fernald, who 
has used the device in 
her research and who is a 
scientific adviser to Provi¬ 
dence Talks. “Talking to 
children really matters.” 
Jaiven's older brother Jaid¬ 
en has been participating 
in Providence Talks for just 
a few weeks but is already 
seeing progress. The num¬ 
ber of words fhe 16-monfh- 
old heard jumped by a few 
thousand from the day of 
his first recording to his sec¬ 
ond. “I was expecting it to 
go up, but I’m very happy,” 
said their mother, Ashley 
Cox, 25, who has four sons 
in all. She said that since 
enrolling in Providence 
Talks, she’s started reading 
to her children more, en¬ 
gaging them in more con¬ 
versations and limiting the 
time the television is on. 
City officials insist data from 
the devices will be kept 
confidential and it would 
be nearly impossible for 
anyone to use the devices 
to obtain actual record¬ 
ings of a family’s conversa¬ 
tions. Still, the idea of city 
officials strapping record¬ 
ing devices to toddlers at¬ 


tracted the interest of the 
state chapter of the Ameri¬ 
can Civil Liberties Union. 
ACLU policy associate Hill¬ 


ary Davis said her organiza¬ 
tion looked into who would 
have access to the records 
and how the privacy of 
families — or guests who 
happen to stop by when 
a recording is underway — 
would be protected. 

“The intent is obviously 
to serve the families and 
the community, but there 
hadn’t been any real con¬ 
versation about how this 
could be misused,” Davis 
said. “We’re not sure the 
safeguards are 100 per¬ 
cent there yet.” 

Parents who enroll in the 
program are asked to sign 
a release and to inform 
any friends or family who 
stop by if the recorder is in 
use. They're also given two 
other bits of advice: Don’t 
get the device wet and 
don’t let curious toddlers 
see the contraption being 
slipped into the pocket of 
their specially designed 
onesie. The device is stur¬ 
dy, but toddlers can be re¬ 
markably clever. 

“The key," Taveras, the so¬ 
cial worker, told Cox with 
a smile, “is to do it without 
him noticing.”□ 



In this Feb. 3, 2014 photo, a digital audio recorder rests on a 
toddler's bib at a home in Providence, R.l. The city has begun 
an effort to boost language skills for children from low-income 
families by equipping them with audio recorders that count ev¬ 
ery word they hear. 

Associated Press 











MONDAY 10 FEBRUARY 


^BUSINESS 


Startup Comer: 

Search for a niche, find a crowd 


JENNA WORTHAM 
©2014 New York Times 
Entrepreneurs have a term 
for outsized problems they 
want to tackle or bigger- 
than-life bets they want to 
make: “moon shots.” Exam¬ 
ples include Google's driv¬ 
erless cars and Amazon’s 
delivery-by-drone. Tristan 
Walker decided that his 
moon shot would be revo¬ 
lutionizing the skin-care 


rare for companies to ac¬ 
knowledge that or to mar¬ 
ket to them directly. 

Walker, like a handful of 
other entrepreneurs, sees a 
new growth trend, one that 
recognizes the value - and 
opportunity - in appealing 
to audiences that Silicon 
Valley often overlooks. 
“There is opportunity in the 
niche,” he said. “Some of 
the most successful busi¬ 


“There are still two Silicon 
Valleys,” Hosanagar said. 
“Young entrepreneurs in 
San Francisco, working at 
a tech firm, surrounded by 
the tech 1 percent, solving 
problems for the 1 percent. 
And there are companies 
that manage to break 
through that and become 
relevant. The Googles, Twit¬ 
ters and Facebooks of the 
world.” 



Some of the Bevel line of skin care and beauty products for the African-American market made 
by Walker & Co., in New York. Chief executive Tristan Walker, once a consultant for the venture 
capital firm Andreesen Horowitz, says entrepreneurs should not hesitate to start out small. “There 
is opportunity in the niche... some of the most successful businesses started there and broadened 
out." 

(Chester Higgins Jr./The New York Times) 


and beauty-product indus¬ 
try for African-Americans. 
To Walker, who helped 
build the social media dar¬ 
ling Foursquare and held 
the coveted position of en- 
trepreneur-in-residence at 
Andreessen Horowitz, the 
Silicon Valley venture capi¬ 
tal firm, it seemed a sure 
bet. His time at Andrees¬ 
sen Horowitz had given him 
insight into what makes a 
good company and what 
investors are likely to sup¬ 
port. In addition, this new 
business, Walker & Co., 
would address a problem 
he and his friends encoun¬ 
ter. 

“The demographic is 
starved for a company that 
cares about it,” he said, 
noting that while blacks 
tend to be among the ear¬ 
ly adopters and consumers 
of social technologies, it is 


nesses started there and 
broadened out." 

Given his niche market, 
however, he did not have 
an easy time convincing in¬ 
vestors. Although he even¬ 
tually raised $2.4 million in 
venture financing, his idea 
was first met with a “hell of 
a lot of skepticism," which 
he welcomed as a chal¬ 
lenge. 

“The opportunity is pretty 
profound,” he said. 

For now, only a slice of Sili¬ 
con Valley is aware of the 
overlooked audiences out 
there. But Kartik Hosana¬ 
gar, a professor of online 
commerce at the Whar¬ 
ton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania, said that 
even the smallest compa¬ 
nies would soon have to 
start paying attention to 
so-called unconventional 
markets. 


The companies that break 
out, he said, are successful 
because they are adept 
at appealing to all users. 
But even those tech gi¬ 
ants must think ever more 
broadly if they are to have 
continued success and 
growth. Signs suggest that 
these companies are trying 
to extend their reach and 
understand the complexity 
and diversity of their users 
and potential users. 

In November, The Wall 
Street Journal reported that 
Twitter had hired a multicul¬ 
tural strategist to help ad¬ 
vertisers target black, His¬ 
panic and Asian-American 
users. Google has Project 
Loon, which aims to “use a 
global network of high-al- 
titude balloons to connect 
people in rural and remote 
areas who have no Internet 
access at all.” □ 



U.S. Factory Report May 
Not Be as Dire as It Looks 

FLOYD NORRIS 
©2014 New York Times 

World markets, already nervous over possibly fragile 
emerging-market economies, tumbled early last 
week after a survey of U.S. manufacturers showed 
a surprising drop in the proportion of companies 
saying their business was improving. On Monday, the 
Standard & Poor's 500-stock index fell more than 2 
percent, suffering its worst day since June. 

But that may have been an overreaction. A 
competing survey of U.S. manufacturers showed a 
much smaller decline, and surveys of manufacturers 
in many other countries showed better results. 

The negative news came from the Institute for Supply 
Management, which has gained a reputation for 
spotting turnarounds in economic activity. 

While the institute's overall index fell to 51.3 in January 
from 56.5 the previous month, much attention was 
focused on its new-orders index. That index, which 
reflects the proportion of companies saying new 
orders improved during the month, plunged 13.2 
percentage points, to 51.2. 

While that was still a sign of growth - any number 
more than 50 indicates that more companies said 
orders were rising than falling - it was also the largest 
drop in single month in the new-orders index since 
December 1980, when the figure also fell to 51.2. 
That drop was followed by a plunge in economic 
activity after the short-lived recovery from a recession 
that had officially ended the previous July. The next 
recession officially began in July 1981 and proved to 
be a severe one. 

With that history, this week’s market reaction was 
understandable. But there are several reasons to 
doubt that the economy is about to fall into a new 
recession. One is that seasonal adjustments may have 
overstated the decline. Another is that a competing 
survey, done by Markit Economics, a British research 
firm, showed a much smaller decline in new orders. 
Markit’s survey did not show the boom in new orders 
that ISM found lafe last year, but its index now is at a 
higher level than that in the ISM survey. 

In addition, similar surveys around the world did 
not show similar movements. A global average of 
manufacfuring surveys reported a decline in new 
orders of just one-tenth of a point, to 54.3. And only 
French and Russian surveys reported figures less than 
50, signifying a decline in new orders. 

It is worth noting what the surveys are intended to 
show - and what they are not. A figure of 60 rather 
than 55 indicates that more companies are reporting 
increases in business, but it says nothing about the 
magnitude of those increases. Moreover, the figures 
have nothing to say about whether business is good. 
A company recovering from a severe downturn 
would answer the survey the same way as one that 
was showing a small increase in an already excellent 
business climate. 

Even so, it is interesting and encouraging that 
manufacturers in many European countries are finally 
reporting increases in new orders. In Greece, new 
orders were reported as declining in 59 of 61 months 
through October. But the index rose to the break¬ 
even point of 50 in November and was above that 
level in December and January. In Spain and Italy, 
where orders were falling early in 2013, the trend has 
turned positive. 

A plurality of companies in most emerging markets 
are also reporting growing orders, something that 
was not true as recently as last summer. □ 
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New Microsoft CEO’s collegial style sparks hope 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 

AP Business Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — It was 

a fleeting moment once 
the camera had gone off, 
but some say it's indica¬ 
tive of the leadership style 
Satya Nadella brings to his 
new job as CEO of Micro¬ 
soft Corp. 

Nadella’s impromptu town 
hall webcast had inter¬ 
rupted business meetings 
between Microsoft em¬ 
ployees and outside part¬ 
ners at the company's 
Executive Briefing Center 
in Redmond, Washing¬ 
ton. Hours earlier, he had 
been named only the third 
leader in company history. 
When the brief webcast 
was over, he didn’t want 
to hog the limelight. 

“If you have to get back to 
(a meeting) because it's 
more interesting or impor¬ 
tant, please...,” Nadella 
said as the town hall tran¬ 
sitioned into a light recep¬ 
tion. 

The gesture is just one ex¬ 
ample of Nadella’s calm¬ 
ing, collegial style, which 
stands in stark contrast to 
the blustery, passionate, 
rally-the-troops approach 
employed by Microsoft's 
previous CEO, Steve 
Ballmer. 

Experts on leadership say 
the change in tone is a 
necessary cultural shift for 
a mature company transi¬ 
tioning into new businesses 
while letting go of past suc¬ 
cesses and missed oppor¬ 
tunities. 

“It's very symbolic,” says 
Suresh Kotha, a professor 
at the University of Wash¬ 
ington's Foster School of 
Business in Seattle. “I think 
that sends a very strong 
message, that work is im¬ 
portant.” 

“He’s saying ‘I’m here to 
help you, I’m humble, I’m 
willing to listen,”’ Kotha 
says. “Symbolically I think 
it’s very important to see 
he's separating himself 
from Steve Ballmer.” 
Ballmer is known for his 
larger-than-life displays of 
emotion. At his farewell 
address to Microsoft em¬ 
ployees in September, he 
high-fived and hugged au¬ 
dience members, pumped 
his fists in the air, and even 
shed tears as the popular 
1987 song “(I’ve Had) The 


Time of My Life” played 
on the sound system. In a 
video of the event widely 
viewed on YouTube, he 
screams: “You work for the 
greatest company in the 
world!” 

Observers still remember 
Ballmer's intense competi¬ 
tiveness. At a 2009 com¬ 
pany meeting at Seattle’s 
Safeco field, he pretended 
to stomp on an iPhone he 
snatched from a Microsoft 
employee. During a public 
Q&A in 2012, he slammed 
Google’s Android mobile 
operating system as “wild" 
and “uncontrolled." 
Compare that to Nadel¬ 
la’s comments at a finan¬ 
cial analysts meeting in 
September, where he de¬ 
scribed how Microsoft’s 
mobile device manage¬ 
ment software has to han¬ 
dle devices that run on 
Apple’s iOS, Google’s An¬ 
droid and Microsoft’s Win¬ 
dows equally: “Enterprises 
are heterogeneous, and 
we recognized that,” he 
said. 

Richard Metheny, a man¬ 
agement coach tor execu¬ 
tive search firm Witt/Kieffer, 
latched onto comments 
Nadella made in introduc¬ 
ing himself as CEO, abouf 


how he buys more books 
and signs up for more on¬ 
line courses fhan he could 
possibly finish. 

“It means he's open to 
ideas, open to others,” 
Metheny says. “Perhaps 
he’ll have the ability to 
get Microsoft to loosen up 
a little and focus on inno¬ 
vation rather than be ac¬ 
cused of bringing in a so¬ 
lution that brings in money 
immediately.” 

One problem Microsoft 
faces is its legacy of com¬ 
peting internal fiefdoms, 
says Douglas McKenna, 
a management consul¬ 
tant who advised Micro¬ 
soft from 1985 to 1993 and 
worked at the company 
from 1993 through 2001. 
Founder Bill Gates and 
Ballmer believed the clash 
of ideas resulted in the 
best rising above the rest, 
McKenna says. That style 
of management, coupled 
with a so-called stack rank¬ 
ing system that graded 
employees on a bell curve, 
resulted in a company full 
of “competitive people 
who learned that climbing 
over each other and bat¬ 
tling across divisions is the 
way to get ahead,” McK¬ 
enna says. □ 


Open Houses 

Tuesday February 11,2014 From 2:00pm to 5:00pm 



Listing # 951 $880,000 



Listing # 959 $ 702.000 



Listing # 958 $ 899.000 


Ruby 37 

When the sun beats down on the 
Caribbean Sea, the stunning view 
from this villa will take your breath 
away. 4beds/4baths. Landscaped 
tropical garden with swimming 
pool, Jacuzzi and sun terrace. 

Calabas 3F 

Ultra-modern family home close to 
the Hotel area and beaches. 
Offers 5 beds and 4,5 baths 
including an apartment and 
separate studio. Can be bought 
with Calabas 3G. 

Calabas 3G 

Amazing two-story Dutch 
Caribbean style Villa! Built on 
2,614m 2 property land. Offers 7 
beds/5 baths, plus a midget-golf 
terrain. Completely furnished! 
Owner financing possible! 


^Each house will be open for viewing between 2:00pm and 5:00pm. 


For more info please call; 
Super Food Plaza - 587-6666 
Radisson - 586-6672 

www.coldwellbanker.aw 


coLouieu. 

BANKERG 



Satya Nadella, the head of corporate software and cloud com¬ 
puting at Microsoft, in Redmond, Wash. Microsoft on Tuesday, 
Feb. 4, 2014, announced that Nadella would be its next leader, 
betting on a longtime engineering executive to help the com¬ 
pany keep better pace with changes in technology. 

(Kevin P. Casey/The New York Times) 
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Flares^ go tot 

frifnli SoIei 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

Many resorts to choose from - Save thousands of $$$$ 


Tel: 73J-30M ■ UM 4*7-JSS-7D3Q - Eii®buy B n.lHitirn* s fc B r* 5 .<( H n 


Tel- 533-0697 7 503*7464 
Sdwtlond Jtr 7Q 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments. 


nd your St V 



Quality Apartments 

'Sfudic A Laff ^ pTs. ‘"fully Furrvslwd 

* ICif-Ch^A / A\ rM / Cpble. tV * fppl 
LtSS Thdn E milt from E itgk fitteh 6 4 iuptrrrdrhfi tS. 

Ftif frtt td tdntdit dr Visit LIS 
Man - Fri: fl«Tv7pm. Sot A Sun: 9*vri-!jpm. 



OPEN HOUSETHURSDAY 

February 13 
4pm-6pm 



Fantastic investment 
opportunity charming 3 bed 
3 bath home for sale 
$298,000.00 Motivated seller 
Boegoeroei 31E 
Call Aruba Home Minders for 
more information and 
directions 733-4663 
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Mutts 






Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Zits 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Lively Irish 
dance 

4 Largest city in 
Nebraska 

9 Up in_; irate 

13 Border on 

15 Remedies 

16 Hawaiian feast 

17 Liver secretion 

18 Ridge on a 
shoe’s bottom 

19 Give a traffic 
ticket to 

20 Buy hoping the 
price will go up 

22 Dollar bills 

23 Shirts & halters 

24 Deteriorate 

26 Unattractive 

29 Moving slightly 

34 Take 
disassemble 

35 Midsection 

36 Mongrel 

37 Uncle _ Rice 

38 Fill cracks with 
putty 

39 Popular 
detergent 

40 Rage 

41 _ care for; 
disliked 

42 Cuban line 
dance 

43 Australian 
island 

45 Aim at 

46 Traveler’s stop 

47 Pillow cover 

48 Group of cattle 

51 No. 1 foe 

56 Gung-ho 

57 Native New 
Zealander 

58 Ark builder 

60 No longer sick 

61 Command 

62 Saga 

63 Leg joint 

64 Requirements 

65 Modern 

DOWN 

1 Poke 

2 Wading bird 

3 Swallow hard 

4 Dwell in 


5 _ over; 
contemplates 

6 Region 

7 Warmth 

8 Star on a PC 
keyboard 

9 little Women” 
author 

10 Spoil 

11 Spouse 

12 Hauls into court 

14 Wobbles 

21 Young horse 

25 Many a time 

26 Traditional 
nun’s wear 

27 laTraviata” or 
"Carmen” 

28 Neck coverings 
on horses 

29 Steam bath 

30 To the _; fully 

31 Cake coating 

32 Elbow 

33 "Terrific!” 

35 Streambed 

38 Spice in apple 
pie recipes 

39 Cause pain to 


41 Vice President 
_ Quayle 

42 James or Scott 

44 Center 

45 Not ours and 
not yours 

47 Tear to pieces 

48 Bird of prey 

49 Level; balanced 


50 Irritate 

52 Unusual 

53 ZIP_; part of 

an address 

54 _ and groan; 
complain 

55 Ivy League 
school 

59 Chop down 
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Classifieds 


NYC dealers blend in 
as heroin mills 

Continued from Page 8 


After subtracting the cost 
of the kilo, wages and oth¬ 
er expenses, the mill op¬ 
erator would turn a $70,000 
profit per kilo. 

In the Bronx takedown on 
Jan. 30, investigators con¬ 
ducting surveillance at a 
building there stopped a 
man making an apparent 
delivery of drugs before 
seeing another man try to 
flee out the fire escape of 
a fifth-floor apartment. In¬ 
side, they found 33 pounds 
of heroin, 18 coffee grind¬ 
ers used to cut the heroin 
with baking soda, folding 
tables and chairs where 
it was packaged and 
stamps with various brand 
names. 

Once exposed, mills like 
the Bronx one can be a 
touchy subject for property 
owners and their tenants. 
There was no response to 
a phone message left with 
the landlord of the build¬ 
ing. Linda Johnson, who 
lived in a one-bedroom 
apartment there until a 
few months ago, said she 
never noticed anything 
suspicious. 

“I saw people coming and 
going in the elevator and 
nobody bothered me,” 
said Johnson, 61. “If it was 
happening, you’d know it, 
right?” 

Separate operations dis¬ 
tribute the drugs to users 
in the city and beyond. 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 1403 (deeded) 

Presidential 2 bedroom suit 
wk 7&8 last 2 week of february 
(U.S. vacation weeks-same 
Room 4th floor over looking 
pool+ocean $50,000 
E-mail: jazb1@aol.com 
mbre51@aol.com 

202144 


New York City brands have 
turned up in Boston, Phila¬ 
delphia, Washington, D.C., 
and smaller cities in Con¬ 
necticut, Hunt said. 

The distributors offer cus¬ 
tomer service intended to 
remove the fear and stig¬ 
ma from bygone eras. In 
one case, a dealer riding a 
three-wheeled motorcycle 
and a helmet emblazoned 
with the heroin brand 
name “Sin City” would di¬ 
rect customers to an ex¬ 
act block in a middle-class 
Brooklyn neighborhood — 
code-named “the office" 
— then pull up alongside 
their cars and exchange 
glassines for cash. 

Dealers and users in New 
York and elsewhere often 
connect on social me¬ 
dia sites with a degree 
of anonymity, authorities 
say. Phone numbers are 
exchanged and meeting 
spots are arranged through 
texting. Sometimes there's 
home delivery. 

Elizabeth Thompson, a re¬ 
covering addict who got 
hooked on heroin and re¬ 
lied on home delivery while 
going to law school in Phil¬ 
adelphia, described the 
delivery men who came to 
her door at an apartment 
building there as prompt 
and courteous. 

“I never felt unsafe with 
them," said the 30-year- 
old Thompson, now policy 
coordinator with the New 
Jersey Drug Policy Alliance. 
“They wanted the business. 
And I was a good custom¬ 
er for a long time.”Q 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Divi Links week 4 Unit 4220 



& week5 Unit 4219 
Eagle Unit top floor 
$18,000 each 

E-mail: arubaron@sbcqlobal.net 


TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort (deeded) 

Room 2307 1 bedroom 
week 4, 3rd floor 
pool/ocean view 
E-mail: jaz1@aol.com 
mbre51@aol.com 

_ 202146 



Marriott Aruba 

Surf Club 

Platinum Season 
Oceanview $16000 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27500 
3 BEDRM $27000 
Plat Plus Holiday 51 
OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 
GOLD Season 
OSS 10k OV $9500 
Oceanfront $17k 
3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba 

Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV $ 18k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum IB OV $11,500 
Gold season 2B OV $9,000 
Oceanfront 2B $14,500 
IB Oceanfront $8,500 

La Cabana Beach & 

Racquet Club 

** Preferred Resale 
Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks 
starting at $3k 
Studio, lBdrm & 2Bdrm 
available. 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
inventory 

Beach Villas at Divi 

Phoenix 
Divi Golf Villas 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Everything’s included in this 
2 Br 2 y 2 bath unit check it out 
now at www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free pick up 

202110 

FOR RENT OR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 1,4,5, one bedr 

weeks 8,9,31,32, two bedr 

Casa del Mar 

week 28 two bedr 

All Gorgeous Pool-Beach-Ocean- 

Sunset views! 

wks can be switched call 

:941-343-1088 USA 

201068 

FOR SALE BY OWNER 
TROPICANA ARUBA 
Renovated Units 

weeks 788 

1 Bedroom First Floor 
Unit 1570 fri-fri 
$8000 for both weeks 
E-mail: clihn@aol.com 
Tel. 297-566-4608 

201079 

PLAYA LINDA 
TIMESHARE FOR SALE 

By owner week 4 and week 5 

2 bedroom / 2 baths 
large balcony $37,500 
each week 703 314-7557 
gcallaghan@live.com 

202148 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
La Cabana 

1 Br weeks 5-6-7 418C 
pool/ ocean view 
Sunday check in 
$9000/wk 

e-mail:seaandbee@comcast.net 
or call Charlie La Cabana 
4183 thru teb 22 

- 202256 

FOR SALE 
Renaissance Suites 

weeks 10+11 

Room 2440 

$8,500 per week 

Call: Rm 2147 (Aruba) 

doneenandscott@mac.com 

_ 20226 3 

FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $7100 
p/week 

e-mail: np7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

202104 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Caribbean Palm Village Resort 
Deeded Property full price 

must sacrifice do to health issues sale 

1 bedroom 2 bath week 9 every year $3,900 

2 bedroom 2 bath week 12 odd year $2,900 

1 bedroom 2 bath week 14 odd year $1,950 

1 bedroom 2 bath week 17 every year $500 

2 bedroom 2 bath week 26 even year $500 

1 bedroom 2bath week 43 every year $500 

2 bedroom 2 bath week 44 even year $995 
call or e-mail don dmlapinson@verizon.net 
USA 856-906-9007 or Aruba 526-2700 Apt. A201 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr Horenbeeck 


I 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 


O'STAD: Central Tel: 585-8077 
S. NICOLAS: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


Feb 10 

Monarch 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tel_ 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Tel_ 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 


Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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^SCIENCE 


Bottle released 
by U.S. scientist 
in 1956 found 


DENISE LAVOIE 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — It was April 
1956, and the No. 1 song 
was Elvis Presley’s “Heart¬ 
break Hotel.” At the Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Insti¬ 
tution on Cape Cod, scien¬ 
tist Dean Bumpus was busy 
releasing glass bottles into 
the Atlantic Ocean as part 
of his work to track currents. 
Nearly 58 years later, a bi¬ 
ologist studying grey seals 
off Nova Scotia found one 
of the bottles in a pile of 
debris on a beach. 

“It was almost like finding 
treasure in a way,” Warren 
Joyce said Friday. 

The drift bottle was among 
thousands dumped in the 
Atlantic Ocean between 
1956 and 1972 as part of 
Bumpus' study of surface 
and bottom currents. 
About 10 percent of the 
300,000 bottles have been 
found over the years. 
Joyce found the bottle 
Jan. 20 on Sable Island, 
about 185 miles southeast 
of Halifax. 

He contacted scientists at 
Woods Hole and dutifully 
gave them the time and 
place information Bumpus 
had asked for in a post¬ 
card inside the bottle. His 
reward will be exactly what 
Bumpus promised in 1956 
to anyone who returned a 
bottle: a 50-cent piece. 

“I didn't want the reward, 
but they said they are 
sending it to me anyway,” 
Joyce said, chuckling. 
Joyce said the bottle had 
been sand-blasted over 
about 75 percent of its sur¬ 
face. He could still read 
the words, “Break This Bot¬ 
tle,” so he did. Inside, there 



This January 2014 photo re¬ 
leased by the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution on 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 
shows a glass bottle that had 
contained a message from 
the institution, which was re¬ 
covered on Sable Island, 
Nova Scotia, by biologist 
Warren N. Joyce of Canada’s 
Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans. 

Associated Press 

was a note from Bumpus 
explaining that the bottle 
was among many be¬ 
ing released to study the 
ocean. 

In those days, there was 
no other way to study cur¬ 
rents, said Steven Jayne, 
a senior scientist at Woods 
Hole. 

“We didn't have satellites 
to track currents like we 
do now. So the only thing 
you could do was to see 
where something started 
and where it ended up,” 
he said. “That was a pretty 
good approach." 

Using the number on the 
postcard. Woods Hole 
workers tracked the bottle 
found by Joyce to a group 
of 12 released not far off 
Nova Scotia on April 26, 
1956. Joyce found it about 
300 miles from where it was 
released. 
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A pedestrian walks in the snow in the Center Square neighborhood on Wednesday , Feb. 5 , 2074, in 
Albany , N.Y. Hundreds of schools across upstate New York are closed and authorities are advising 
against any unnecessary travel as a snowstorm moves across the region. 

Associated Press 

Weather weary nation asks 
why such a nasty winter 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Cold 
and snow keep battering 
the Midwest and East, and 
even Atlanta was tempo¬ 
rarily paralyzed. California 
has been bone dry. Alaska 
set heat records. 

The wild winter somehow 
became even more wick¬ 
ed Thursday morning when 
the national average tem¬ 
perature plunged to a bru¬ 
tal 11 degrees - the lowest 
temperature of a season of 
extremes 

A weather weary nation 
asks a simple question: 
Why? 

The answer is the jet stream, 
the river of air that dictates 
our weather. Normally the 
jet stream stays in Canada 
or the northern U.S., going 
west to east in a somewhat 
straight line. But this winter 
it has plunged south, cre¬ 
ating high pressure ridges 
and low pressure troughs 
and taking cold polar air 
south and east and leaving 
warm, dry weather to the 
west. 

“We are having an unusual 
jet stream that’s giving us 
crazy cold weather in the 
East and the ridiculously 
resilient ridge as it's called 
in California," said Weather 
Underground meteorology 
director Jeff Masters. 

Q: Why is the jet stream do¬ 


ing this? 

A: There are three different 
forces probably at work 
here, but scientists still need 
to do more research, said 
Derek Arndt, of the Na¬ 
tional Climatic Data Cen¬ 
ter in Asheville, N.C. One 
is just the random natural 
variability of daily weath¬ 
er. Another is a mid-length 
weather feature called the 
Pacific Decadal Oscillation 
- think of it as a cousin of El 
Nino - that warms the north¬ 
ern Pacific and helps push 
the jet stream south. And fi¬ 
nally, a new and controver¬ 
sial theory is that a warmer 
Arctic region and shrinking 
summer sea ice from man¬ 
made global warming has 
shifted jet stream patterns, 
making it wavier and bring¬ 
ing more unpredictable 
weather. 

Q: Is it unusual for the 
weather pattern to last this 
long? 

A: It doesn't happen often, 
but it’s not that unusual ei¬ 
ther, said Bruce Terry, of the 
National Weather Service’s 
Weather Prediction Center 
in College Park, Md. 

Q: So how cold was Thurs¬ 
day? 

A: The national average 
temperature of 11 degrees 
is the coldest of this winter 
and will likely be the coldest 
of the season, according 
to calculations by Weather 


Bell Analytics meteorologist 
Ryan Maue. It was com¬ 
puted from temperatures 
at 7 a.m. EST in the Lower 
48 states. 

The lowest was minus 34 in 
Montana and several ar¬ 
eas were minus 20, accord¬ 
ing to the National Weath¬ 
er Service. 

Q: Has this been a record 
winter? 

A: No. Given the unusual 
heat in the West and the 
cold in the East, they al¬ 
most balance each other. 
Masters and Arndt said. So 
when the final monthly sta¬ 
tistics come out, January in 
the U.S. won’t be near re¬ 
cord cold. 

“When you compare it to 
the 20th century, it was still 
cold, but not dramatically 
cold,” Arndt said. 

Q: Was this just a U.S. thing? 
A: No. Parts of South Amer¬ 
ica and Australia have 
had much warmer than 
normal weather. Parts of 
Europe have been cold 
and stormy, others record 
warm. For much of Janu¬ 
ary, Greenland was 8 de¬ 
grees warmer than normal. 
Q: When will it end? 

A: Soon enough. In North¬ 
ern California, heavy rains 
are coming. A predicted 
eastern winter snowstorm 
this weekend is looking less 
mighty than it did a few 
days ago. 
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‘Lego Movie’ opens with big $69.1 M box office 



This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows the character Bad Cop/Good Cop, voiced by 
Liam Neeson, in a scene from “The Lego Movie.” 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — “The 
Lego Movie” clicked with 
moviegoers, assembling an 
exceptional $69.1 million 
debut at the weekend box 
office, according to studio 
estimates. 

The better-than-expected 
result made the Warner 
Bros, collaboration with the 
Danish toy company easily 
the biggest hit of the year 
so far. A sequel is already 
in development for the 
3-D animated film, digitally 
drawn to mimic a world 
composed entirely of Lego 
bricks. 

The film has drawn raves 
from critics. Co-directors 
and co-writers Phil Lord 
and Chris Miller (“21 Jump 
Street,” ‘’Cloudy With a 
Chance of Meatballs”) 
gave the film a playful tone 
to capture the whimsy of 
a child playing in a box 
of Legos. Characters are 
largely voiced by comic 
actors like Chris Pratt and 
Will Ferrell. 

The film marks the biggest 
animation hit for Warner 
Bros., a studio that despite 
popular live-action fran¬ 
chises has struggled to de¬ 
velop animated hits on par 


with other studios. 

“I can't imagine this not 
turning into a long-term 
franchise,” said Paul Der- 
garabedian, senior media 
analyst for box-office track¬ 
er Rentrak. “This is such 
a runaway success that 
Warner Bros is now a ma¬ 
jor player in the animated 
genre." 

Dan Fellman, head of dis¬ 
tribution for Warner Bros., 
said the film, made with 
a production budget of 
$60 million, resounded be¬ 
cause of the popularity of 
the Lego brand. 

This is the first feature film 
for the toy company. Fel¬ 
low toy-maker Hasbro has 
seen mixed results since 
the launch of the “Trans¬ 
formers" franchise, which 
was followed by “G.l. Joe: 
Rise of the Cobra” and the 
notorious flop “Battleship." 
George Clooney's World 
War II caper “The Monu¬ 
ments Men” opened in 
second place with $22.7 
million. 

Reviews have been weak 
for the based-on-a-true- 
story tale about the mission 
to retrieve artwork stolen 
by the Nazis. 

The Sony Pictures film was 
postponed from a Dec. 25 


release because, Clooney 
then said, more time was 
needed to finish the visual 
effects. Clooney served as 
director, co-writer, produc¬ 
er and star on the film. 

“The Monuments Men,” 
based on the nonfiction 
book by Robert Edsel and 
Brett Witter, was particular¬ 
ly popular with older mov¬ 
iegoers, with 75 percent of 
its audience aged 35 and 
older. 

“It's right where we hoped 


to be," said Rory Bruer, 
head of distribution for 
Sony. “There’s a lot of love 
for George and the en¬ 
semble cast.” 

Sliding to third was the cop 
comedy “Ride Along,” with 
Kevin Hart and Ice Cube. 
After three straight weeks 
atop the box office, the 
Universal film earned $9.4 
million. 

The Weinstein Co.'s bid for 
a young adult franchise, 
“Vampire Academy,” 


opened poorly with just 
$4.1 million. The PG-13 film, 
based on Richelle Mead’s 
young adult novels, is 
about mortal vampires at 
a boarding school. 

Before opening in North 
America next weekend, 
Sony's “RoboCop” took in 
$20.2 million overseas. 
Estimated ticket sales for 
Friday through Sunday at 
U.S. and Canadian the¬ 
aters, according to Rent¬ 
rak. □ 


DiCaprio, Hill re-team for story of Richard Jewell 


Jonah Hill and Leonardo DiCaprio attend the Hennessy Privilege VIP post-party at the Santa Bar¬ 
bara International Film Festival for Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio receiving the Cinema 
Vanguard Award at the Arlington Theatre on Thursday, February 6, 2014 in Santa Barbara, Cali¬ 
fornia. 


RYAN PEARSON 
AP Entertainment Writer 
SANTA BARBARA, California 
(AP) — Leonardo DiCaprio 


says he and “The Wolf of 
Wall Street” co-star Jonah 
Hill are “going to come up 
with something unique” as 


Associated Press 

they re-team to tell the sto¬ 
ry of 1996 Olympics security 
guard Richard Jewell. 

Hill will star as Jewell in the 


planned film, which was 
presented to the two ac¬ 
tors as they searched for 
another joint project fol¬ 
lowing the Oscar-nominat¬ 
ed depiction of stockbro¬ 
ker excess. 

“I think it’s such a heart¬ 
breaking story and such an 
interesting story about the 
24-hour news cycle: a man 
becoming a hero and then 
the world’s biggest villain 
within 24 hours of each 
other,” Hill said in an inter¬ 
view Thursday night. He 
was at the Santa Barbara 
International Film Festival 
presenting an award to Di¬ 
Caprio and “Wolf” director 
Martin Scorsese. 

DiCaprio is expected to 
both produce and play 
Jewell’s attorney. 

“The whole premise of it is 
fascinating in its own right. 
We’re going to have to get 
together,” DiCaprio said in 


an interview, praising Hill as 
a creative partner. “When 
you work with somebody 
of his talent and his vision, I 
think we're going to come 
up with something unique.” 
Jewell was initially hailed as 
a hero for spotting a suspi¬ 
cious backpack and mov¬ 
ing people out of harm's 
way just before a bomb 
exploded in the Centenni¬ 
al Olympic Park in Atlanta, 
killing one and injuring 111 
others. But within days, he 
was named as a suspect in 
the blast. He was eventu¬ 
ally exonerated and died 
in 2007 at age 44. 

Both DiCaprio and Hill are 
Academy Award-nominat¬ 
ed for their work in “Wolf." 
DiCaprio was previously 
nominated for his perfor¬ 
mances in “The Aviator,” 
"Blood Diamond” and 
“What’s Eating Gilbert 
Grape.” He hasn’t won. □ 
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U.S. exhibit highlights early black comic artists 



This Wednesday, Feb. 5,2014 photo shows one of the pages of a 
comic boook by Zelda “Jackie” Ormes, the first African Ameri¬ 
can woman comic artist, is on display at the City/County build¬ 
ing in downtown Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


KEVIN BEGOS 
Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Comic 
books are full of superhe¬ 
roes and a dazzling variety 
of characters, but in the 
early days of the industry 
one thing was conspicu¬ 
ously rare: black charac¬ 
ters. Now, an exhibit in 
Pittsburgh chronicles some 
early artists and a publisher 
who started to break the 
comic color barrier in the 
1930s and 1940s. 

The exhibit called “Beyond 
the Funny Pages” coincides 
with Black History Month 
and is being shown through 
the end of February at the 
City/County building. It 
chronicles the contributions 
of Matt Baker, the first black 
to work in the industry: Zel¬ 
da “Jackie" Ormes, the first 
black female comic artist; 
and Orrin Evans, the first 
black comic publisher. 

The Toonseum, which cele¬ 
brates comic art, is helping 
curate the exhibit. Toonse¬ 
um Director Joe Wos notes: 
“Even today, the funny 
pages lack diversity." But 
decades ago, the situation 
was even tougher. 

Baker was so talented that 
he was hired in the early 
‘40s by New York’s presti¬ 


gious Eisner & Iger Studio, 
an otherwise all-white or¬ 
ganization. He later drew 
for Marvel Comics, Gun- 
smoke Westerns, and Play¬ 
boy magazine. 

Amber and Dean Bierkan 
visited the exhibit Friday 
and noted that the strug¬ 
gles of black artisfs are sfill 
relevant today. They were 
struck by Baker's achieve¬ 
ments. 


“And he had to draw white 
men and women,” Dean 
Bierkan marveled. “That 
was the market.” 

When Orrin Evans came up 
with the idea of a comic 
book filled with all-black 
characters, he faced a 
backlash. 

In 1947, Evans published 
a single issue of “All-Negro 
Comics" and noted in the 


introduction that he hoped 
his project would give 
black artists an opportunity 
to use their talents. 

After that, the big com¬ 
panies that controlled the 
comics industry “pretty 
much locked him out. He 
couldn't get paper. Noth¬ 
ing,” Wos said. A planned 
second issue never hap¬ 
pened. 

Wos said it appears the 
big comic publishers were 
threatened by the subject 
matter and the fact that 
Evans was an independent 
publisher. 

The comics venture failed, 
but Evans had a successful 
career as a pioneering jour¬ 
nalist for fhe Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin. 

Ormes, the first black fe¬ 
male comic artisf, is cred¬ 
ited with convincing editors 
at the Pittsburgh Courier in 
1937 to let her draw a com¬ 
ic strip “Dixie to Harlem.” It 
chronicled Torchy Brown’s 
move from fhe Deep South 
to New York City, mirroring 
a real-life shiff many were 
experiencing. Ormes later 
created a black comic 
character named Ginger 
who discussed civil rights, 
poverty and other contro¬ 
versial topics in the late ‘40s 


and early ‘50s. That led to 
questioning by the FBI and 
allegations that Ormes was 
a Communist, the exhibit 
notes. 

Chay Tyler, who helped 
curate the exhibit, said he 
hadn’t previously known 
much about the history of 
blacks in the comic indus¬ 
try. 

“A lot of it was a surprise to 
me. Because when I was 
growing up. I’d never seen 
a black comic book, pe¬ 
riod,” said Tyler, a program 
coordinator for the city De¬ 
partment of Parks and Rec¬ 
reation. 

It took decades for black 
comic characters to enter 
the mainstream, Wos said. 
For example, in the mid- 
1960s, Morris Turner created 
“Wee Pals,” the first nation¬ 
ally syndicated comic strip 
featuring black characters 
— but only about 10 news¬ 
papers carried it. 

Three months after the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
assassinated in 1968, 100 
newspapers were carrying 
the strip. 

“It took that for white Amer¬ 
ica to recognize, we need 
to listen to these voices,” 
Wos said. 


LaBeouf makes a scene 
at Berlin film festival 



Actor Shia LaBeouf poses for photographers, with a paper bag 
over his head that says ‘I am not famous anymore’, on the red 
carpet for the film Nymphomaniac at the International Film 
Festival Berlinale in Berlin, Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014. 

Associated Press 


BERLIN (AP) — Actor Shia 
LaBeouf hit the Berlin Film 
Festival in memorable style 
Sunday, first walking out 
of a press conference for 
the film “Nymphomaniac 
Volume I” and then appar¬ 
ently wearing a paper bag 
over his head at the red 
carpet premiere. 

A man who appeared to 


be the actor posed for 
photographers in a styl¬ 
ish tuxedo — and a paper 
bag with eyeholes and the 
words “I am not famous 
anymore” wriffen across 
it. LaBeouf has frequently 
used the statement on his 
Twitter page. 

The unconventional attire 


came shortly after the star 
walked out of a press con¬ 
ference with co-stars Uma 
Thurman and Christian Slat¬ 
er to promote Lars von Tri¬ 
er’s film, the first installment 
of a two-parf drama abouf 
a woman’s sexual life from 
girlhood to age 50. 

A reporter’s question as to 
whether the actors were 
worried about the film’s 
sex scenes elicited the re¬ 
sponse: “When the seagulls 
follow fhe trawler, it is be¬ 
cause they think sardines 
will be thrown into the sea. 
Thank you very much.” He 
then walked out. 

LaBeouf's line was bor¬ 
rowed from French soccer 
player Eric Cantona, who 
baffled reporters with it in 
the mid-1990s following his 
suspension for a flying kick 


on a heckler. 

The actor has come under 
fire for borrowing dialogue 
and sfory line for his short 
film, “Howard Cantour. 
com," which closely resem¬ 
bled a 2007 graphic novel 
by Daniel Clowes. 

“In my excitement and 
naivete as an amateur 
filmmaker, I got lost in the 
creative process and ne¬ 
glected to follow proper 
accreditation,” LaBeouf 
said on Twiffer in Decem¬ 
ber in response fo Clowes’ 
publisher's claim fhaf he 
sfole dialogue verbafim. 
LaBoeuf wasn’t the only 
one making a statement. 
Von Trier turned up to a 
photo call sporting a t-shirt 
with the logo of the Cannes 
Film Festival and the words 
“Persona non grata, official 


selection.” 

In 2011, von Trier was eject¬ 
ed from fhe Cannes evenf 
affer a bizarre, rambling 
news conference in which 
he expressed sympathy 
with Adolf Hitler. 

He said afterward he had 
been joking, later issuing an 
apology and then saying 
he would refrain from fu¬ 
ture public statements. 

At the press conference, 
Thurman said she enjoyed 
letting off the “fury of wom¬ 
an scorned” in a mono¬ 
logue von Trier wrote for her 
in the movie. “It was a real 
great challenge to memo¬ 
rize seven pages of Lars’ fe¬ 
male diatribe of rage,” she 
told reporters. 

“Lars kept saying I was 
overacting, but that’s noth¬ 
ing new,” Thurman added. 



















High School Maniacal 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - High school nev¬ 
er ends. 

Chris Christie has given us proof 
of that, as though we needed it. 
Still, anyone who clings to high 
school the way the 51-year-old 
governor of New Jersey does 
makes me nervous. 

In his hilariously lame attempt 
to demonize his old schoolmate 
and hand-picked point man at 
the Port Authority, David Wild- 
stein, by dredging up stuff Wild- 
stein did as a teenager 35 years 
ago at Livingston High, Christie 
has confirmed the biographical, 
metaphysical and psychological 
primacy of high school. 

On Saturday, Politico published 
some leaked talking points from 
Christie’s office with these nyah- 
nyah complaints about Wild- 
stein: “As a 16-year-old kid, he 
sued over a local school board 
election.’’ And, “He was pub¬ 
licly accused by his high school 
social studies teacher of decep¬ 
tive behavior.” As Shawn Boburg 
of The Record of Bergen County 
has reported, Wildstein unsuc¬ 
cessfully sued at 16 to get on the 
ballot for the county Republican 
committee and then ran for the 
local school board at 17, even 
though he was below the legal 
age requirement. His social stud¬ 
ies teacher charged Wildstein 
with tricking him into signing an 
endorsement letter for that race. 
Wait, this is supposed to be good 
for Christie? That he gave a 
$150,000-a-year job to a guy he 
knew was a wayward, duplici¬ 
tous teen? 

The Washington Post reported 
this week that Christie wasn’t al¬ 
ways so scornful of silly adoles¬ 
cent litigation. When Christie was 
a senior, he and his family con¬ 
sidered suing to stop a transfer 
student from co-opting his role 
as catcher - even if it meant that 
the team, which went on to win 
the state championship, would 
have to forfeit the spring season. 
But he thought better of it. 

The Record compared the year¬ 
book profiles of Christie with the 
not-so-wild Wildstein: “Christie, 
a year younger, was a peren¬ 
nial class president and baseball 
player who wrote in his senior 
yearbook in 1980 about high 
school sweethearts and going to 
concerts. There are no remem¬ 
brances, school clubs or sports 
teams next to Wildstein’s 1979 se¬ 
nior picture. The space is blank.” 
It’s risible but sort of alarming 
that, decades later, Christie is 
boasting that he was more of a 
big shot than Wildstein in high 
school, putting down the guy 
he created a job for and going 
out of his way to say they were 
not even friends back when they 


were both connected to the Liv¬ 
ingston Lancers - Christie as an 
ebullient, trim catcher; Wildstein 
as a quiet, bespectacled statisti¬ 
cian. 

“Well, let me just clear something 
up, OK, about my childhood 
friend David Wildstein,” Christie 
said at his marathon press con¬ 
ference in January, a month 
after Wildstein had fallen on his 
sword for the governor. “It is true 
that I met David in 1977 in high 
school. He’s a year older than 
me. David and I were not friends 
in high school. We were not even 
acquaintances in high school.” 
Bristling with narcissism and pu¬ 
nitive aggression, he drove his 
point home: “We didn’t travel in 
the same circles in high school. 
You know, I was the class presi¬ 
dent and athlete. I don’t know 
what David was doing during 
that period of time.” 

This display makes you think that 
Christie must have liked lording it 
over peons even back then, an 
uncomfortable echo of his office 
contemptuously impressing its 
will on the mayor of Fort Lee. 
Watching Christie throw Wildstein 
off the sled and then publicly 
belittle him, it’s easy to imagine 
the deep gratification, deferred 
by decades, that Wildstein must 
have experienced turning on 
Christie. It has become a cliche 
to portray candidates in their 
“Breakfast Club” cliques. But the 
funny thing about Christie’s des¬ 
perate attempt to mine the past 
to save his once shiny future is 
that it’s not a metaphor. 

It isn’t that Trenton politics are like 
high school. They are actually 
about high school. 

Livingston, I presume, is the Ho¬ 
tel California for Christie. He can 
never leave. 

High school looks like the begin¬ 
ning of adulthood and feels like 
it, but it isn’t adulthood. It’s some 
kind of dress rehearsal. It’s the first 
experience of a grown-up emo¬ 
tional and physical life, where 
you feel the rush of your powers 
and your vulnerability. Every re¬ 
versal is gigantic. It’s a perfect 
storm of potency and ignorance, 
power and inexperience. 

High school is the place where 
people get wounded - some¬ 
body else does better, an end¬ 
less source of injuries, slights and 
offenses. Everyone comes out of 
high school needing vindication 
or revenge or compensation. It’s 
all about somebody else getting 
the pretty girl or the cute guy or 
the higher grade or the position 
on the sports team. Or the op¬ 
posite: the Biffs, the quarterbacks 
who look back and realize they 
can never be that again. 

The two kinds of people who 
never let go are the injured and 
the injurers, people who got 
slammed and the prom kings 
and queen bees who swanned 
at the top only in their teens. In 
a way, you could define adult¬ 
hood as a passage into a time 
when you realize high school no 
longer matters. 

Christie’s senior yearbook quote 
was “Great Hopes make Great 
Men.” 

He’s now learned another lesson: 
Great Heaps of vengeful traffic 
cones break the Hopes of Men 
who would be Great.□ 
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Pussy Riot Tells All 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2014 New York Times 
Why in the world did Russia’s 
president, Vladimir Putin, let Na- 
dezhda Tolokonnikova and Ma¬ 
ria Alyokhina out of prison? 

It was hard not to wonder about 
that this week as the two formerly 
imprisoned members of the Rus¬ 
sian punk band Pussy Riot made 
their whirlwind tour of New York: 
appearing on “The Colbert Re¬ 
port”; dropping in on Samantha 
Power, the U.N. ambassador; 
being introduced by Madonna 
at a huge Amnesty International 
rock concert at Barclays Center 
- and, midmorning Wednesday, 
visiting The New York Times’ edi¬ 
torial board. 

Pussy Riot became famous, of 
course, in February 2012, when 
five of its members, wearing 
masks, took to the altar of Mos¬ 
cow’s main Russian Orthodox 
church to sing an anti-Putin song. 
Three of them were soon appre¬ 
hended and charged with “hoo¬ 
liganism motivated by religious 
hatred.” Nadezhda and Maria 
were sentenced to two years in 
prison. (The third member of the 
band to be charged was given 
a suspended sentence.) 

Then, in late December, with 
two months remaining on their 
sentences, the government re¬ 
leased them under an amnesty 
law that seemed plainly aimed 
at quieting criticism in the run-up 
to the Sochi Olympics of Russia’s 


treatment of political prisoners. 
Or at least those political prison¬ 
ers well-known in the West. 

Just a few days earlier, for in¬ 
stance, Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
had been freed by Putin after 
more than 10 years in prison. Dur¬ 
ing that time, Khodorkovsky had 
become an eloquent spokesman 
for those who opposed Putin’s 
crackdown on dissent and free¬ 
dom. But he had also once been 
Russia’s richest man, and he had 
undoubtedly done some unsa¬ 
vory things in putting together 
his business empire years earlier. 
Even though the charges against 
him were bogus, there were peo¬ 
ple, and not just in Russia, who 
thought he was only getting what 
was coming to him. 

But Pussy Riot? You couldn’t ask 
for more appealing activists. Not 
only had their prosecution been 
unjust, but they were young 
and attractive and intelligent 
and fearless. After they were re¬ 
leased, Amnesty International in¬ 
vited them to New York and set 
about making sure their voices 
were heard by as wide an audi¬ 
ence as possible. If Putin’s plan 
was, in fact, to quiet criticism dur¬ 
ing the Winter Olympics, it back¬ 
fired spectacularly. 

The conference room on the 13th 
floor of The New York Times build¬ 
ing was standing-room only for 
Maria, 25, and Nadezhda, 24. We 
asked the obvious question: Are 
they worried that Putin would put 
them in prison again? No, said 
Maria. 

“In the two years since we were 
imprisoned, the situation in Russia 
has gotten so much worse,” she 
said. 

“And if we couldn’t keep quiet 
about it then, we certainly won’t 
keep quiet about it now.” 

It was understandable that so 
many people in Russia were 
afraid to speak out, they said. 
Maria noted that many institu¬ 
tions in Russia were based on “a 
conveyor principle, which stamps 
out identical things, and that’s 
what they’re trying to do to peo¬ 
ple, too.” Nadezhda added that 


when the whole country sees 
completely innocent people be¬ 
ing jailed, “then, of course, it is 
going to make a lot of people 
become more silent.” 

It was their firm belief that West¬ 
ern support mattered. Just know¬ 
ing there were people calling for 
their release helped sustain them 
when they were in prison - and, 
they were convinced, ultimately 
helped bring about their release. 
“The lesson that we learned from 
this is that Putin is concerned 
with the opinions of the West¬ 
ern press,” said Nadezhda. She 
urged the West to push for the 
release of less-well-known prison¬ 
ers “who perhaps deserve to be 
freed even more than we did.” 
She mentioned especially those 
who had been arrested on May 
6, 2012, while protesting “the 
rigged elections right before the 
inauguration” of Putin. They had 
been in prison ever since. Their 
sentencing is set for Feb. 21 - con¬ 
veniently after the Olympics. 
Eventually, the talk got around to 
what it was like to be in a Russian 
prison. 

“We were constantly watched,” 
said Maria; in Russia, she added, 
“the more they watch you, the 
harder your life is.” Nadezhda 
said that in some prison colonies, 
prisoners worked 16 to 20 hours 
a day. For punishment, prison¬ 
ers were sometimes locked out¬ 
doors, even in the cold and the 
rain, for eight hours at a stretch. 
Yet despite the miserable condi¬ 
tions, Nadezhda described their 
time in prison as “a very important 
and educational experience,” 
and said that they were “going 
to apply the lessons we learned 
in our future work.” They plan to 
push for prison reform when they 
return to Russia; one of the places 
they planned to visit while in New 
York was Rikers Island. 

By the end of the meeting, I 
wasn’t wondering anymore why 
Putin let them out of prison. The 
more powerful question was 
what kind of government would 
put people like Maria and Nade¬ 
zhda in prison in the first place? Q 
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Tonight at 8PM at Palm Beach Plaza Mall: 


Aruba’s Majestic Carnival Season Comes To Life! 



PALM BEACH - Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall new majestic 
carnival season has started 
at Aruba’s largest mall. The 
Aruba Carnival is a thrilling 
show of over-the-top pag¬ 
eantry, produced by thou¬ 
sands and delighting and 
uniting the entire country. 
Here's the scoop on how it 
began. 

Carnival was born in 1954, 
as a series of small street 
festivals. The Tivoli Club, 
Aruba’s oldest private so¬ 
cial club, was the first to 
have a pre-Lenten cel¬ 
ebration in Oranjestad in 
February 1944. The Allied 
victory of World War II was 
commemorated by an 


Aruba Festival - a large pa¬ 
rade in San Nicolas com¬ 
prised largely of Caribbe- 
an-English immigrants who 
came to Aruba to work at 
the Lago Oil Refinery. The 
first steel and brass bands 
debuted a few years later 
and small parades sprout¬ 
ed here and there. 

Tonight at 8PM, Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall will have a great 
Carnival Show where you 
can experience for yourself 
the taste of Aruba’s Car¬ 
nival culture with the op¬ 
portunity to take pictures 
with the majestic carnival 
dancers with carnival cos¬ 
tumes. Come and enjoy 
the showQ 

































